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Par | i ament - Mahat hi r (Bush)
BUSH MORE RATI ONAL NOW SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- President George WBush has been nore
rational in that he does not raise the question of Ml aysia's reluctance to
back inmpending United States' strikes agai nst Afghanistan when he
t el ephoned Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad recently, the Dewan Rakyat was
told today.

"When he tel ephoned ne | find himrather rational.He did not ask nme
then that if | do not support the US, then | amwith the terrorists.. he
did not raise that matter at all," the Prine Mnister said.

Replying to a supplenentary question from Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang
(PAS- Marang), Dr Mahathir told the House that what Bush said instead was
that " we shoul d adopt our own approach in conbating terrorisni.

Abdul Hadi, who is also PAS deputy president, queried the prine
m ni ster on Malaysia's stand relating to Bush's statenment that countries
not siding with the US to attack Afghanistan would be deened as being with
the terrorists.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could not accept such a statement as it
opposed terrori smand believed that attacking Afghani stan was not the
solution to the problem

"But we nust bear in mnd that Bush was furious when he made the
statenment soon after the attacks (on New York's World Trade Centre and the
Pent agon i n Washi ngton on Sept 11) took place and that may explain why he
was enotional ... but it seens he has cool ed down now," said Dr Mahathir.

The prime mnister told the House that by opposing terrorismand not
siding with the terrorists did not necessarily mean that Ml aysia is an
American ally for the US strikes agai nst Af ghani st an.

Dr Mahathir said he had also witten to Bush explaining Malaysia's
stand on terrori smahead of their discussions on the matter when they
attend the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forumneeting in
Shanghai later this nonth.

The prime mnister said he had also simlarly witten to his British
counterpart Tony Blair who concurred with Malaysia's call for an
i nternational conference to define terrorismbesides determning its
causes.

Dr Mahathir said given the varying interpretations of terrorisma
person may be regarded as a terrorist at one tine but such opinion would
di ffer on another occasion.

Dr Mahathir said a host of reasons may provoke a person to commit an
act of terror either deliberately or in retaliation for a simlar attack by
ot her parti es.

Even a country can conmmit terrori smagainst another, Dr Mahathir said
citing Israel's aggression against Pal estine as an exanple of terrorist
acts that killed the Pal estinian people, including children, despite
avai | abl e avenues for talks to settle the problem

As such it was crucial that the international community identify the
causes of terrorismand ways to defuse it, Dr Mahathir told the House.

Later, speaking to reporters outside the chanber Dr Mahathir said
Mal aysi a woul d not take any action or support US strikes agai nst
Af ghani st an.

"Qur stand is that the problemthat caused themto resort to terrorism
has to be tackled now," Dr Mahathir said.

However, he was convinced that the US attacks on Afghani stan had not



reached the scale of an "all out war" and would not be quite effective as
nmost of the targeted terrorists were outside Afghanistan.

Dr Mahathir said that it was so far clear that the US strikes against
Af ghani stan | aunched on Sunday were targeted at those the US regarded as
terrorists.

On evidence supplied by the USto Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar last Friday to prove Osana bin Laden's involvenment in the Sept
11 attacks on Anerica, Dr Mahathir said he hinself had not seen the
evi dence.

"But if the Foreign Mnister says there is evidence, obviously | agree
wi th what ny mnister says,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia has never allowed violence in the country.

"However, sonetinmes they want to hand over nenorandum that is
perm ssi ble but please do it peacefully,” he said.

On earlier reports that OGsanma naintai ned bank accounts in Ml aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said scrutiny by the governnent showed there were no such accounts
hel d either by Osama or his Al -Qaeda organi sation.
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