12/ 10/ 2001

Busi ness Focus signs MAs with UTM USM

BUSI NESS Focus group of conpani es signed three Menorandum of Agreements
(MbA) with Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia and Universiti Sains Ml aysia,
whi ch paved the way for collaboration in nore educati on programes and
research into marine structure technol ogy.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad wi t nessed the signing
ceremony at the Awana Porto Mal ai yesterday.

Al so present at the cerenmony were Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak and HWLinma Sdn Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Abdul \Wahab Nawi .

In the first MA, Penang Shipbuil ding and Construction (PSC) signed a
deal with Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysia (UTM to pave the way for six
students to do their Masters' degree in marine technol ogy at the
uni versity under PSC s schol arshi p.

The total scholarship is worth RW240, 000.

At the signing cerenony, Busines Focus executive chairman Tan Sri Amin
Shah Omar Shah represented PSC while UTMvice-chancel | or Datuk Dr Mhd
Zulkifli Tan Sri Ghazali signed for the university.

They al so signed an agreenent for the collaboration between the PSC
Mari ne Technol ogy Acadeny (PSC-MIA) and UTM s School of Professional and
Conti nui ng Educati on (Space) programe.

The Space progranme of fers PSC enpl oyees a chance to pursue a Bachelor's
Degree in Marine Technol ogy to i nprove their professional standing.

The four and a half years course is offered to all Diploma in
Engi neeri ng hol ders enpl oyed by PSC-Naval Dockyard Sdn Bhd.

Thirty-two enpl oyees of the conpany has been sel ected to take the
cour se.

Lectures are conducted every weekend by UTM I ecturers.

PSC- MTA al so signed an MDA with USMto develop a project in ferro-cenent
technol ogy in marine structures.

The three-year project is worth RVb60O, 000

At the signing cerenony, PSC-MIA was represented by its director
Kamar uddi n Ahnmad while USMwas represented by its deputy vice-chancell or
Prof Ml Sal | eh Yaapar.

Ferro-cenment technol ogy i nvolved the use of an innovative construction
material for marine applications.

The ferro-cenment project is led by Prof Mahyuddin Ram i from USM s
Faculty of Buil ding and Pl anni ng.

Besi des conducting research and devel opnment, USMwi Il al so trai n PSC- MTA
staff to upgrade their skills and knowl edge i n the devel opment of ferro-
cenent technology in this region.
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