26/ 07/ 2001
Cabi net neeting on youth issues

Sar ban Si ngh

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The Cabi net today decided to devote its weekly meeting
on Aug 8 solely to discuss issues plaguing youths, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d t oday

The Prime M nister said the neeting was necessary as there was an
increasing trend of youths getting distracted fromtheir studies and
getting involved in unproductive activities.

"W have been discussing (youth problenms) them... it is not confined to
bl ack netal but the crimnal tendencies of youths these days.

"Generally, the problemw th the young people is that they are easily
diverted fromtheir studi es and get thenselves involved in very
unproductive activities."

Dr Mahat hir had been asked whether the Cabi net had di scussed the
i nvol venment of youths in the black nmetal group

He was speaking after attending a briefing on programes conducted by
t he Mal aysi an | ndustry-CGovernnent G oup for H gh Technol ogy here.

Asked whet her the Cabi net was open to views from non-governnent al
organi sations and other interested parties to address the issue, he said
several wonen's organi sations have already subnitted their proposals.

"W will take theminto consideration. The special Cabinet neeting is
not supposed to be a consultation with anybody.

"I't's a Cabi net discussion confined to Cabi net nenbers on a particularly
grave issue," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on efforts being taken by the Government to
counter the effects of the "technical recession" being experienced by
Si ngapor e.

"W are | ooking at what i s happening in Singapore and studying how it
will affect us.

"We are taking counter neasures ... and we have already injected
additional funds to stinulate the econony,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said as additional measures, the Government woul d identify
new export markets and new manufacturing activities which could be
undertaken by | ocal nmanufacturers.

"In fact, I amneeting a whole | ot of Ml aysian manufacturers of
el ectrical appliances, and probably furniture makers to talk to them about
what they need to do now and what are the markets they should focus on.

"We find that the Mddl e East has trenendous potential. They are geting
to know us better ... they now |l ook to Malaysia as a country that can
provide themw th many things," he said, adding that Ml aysian conpani es
have al so been invited to build and operate ports in the region.

Asked to el aborate on the Governnent's nove to acquire the Putra and

STAR light rail transit systens, Dr Mahathir said it was still fine-tuning
the terms and conditions for the acquisition.
Asked how t he Governnent would raise funds for the RVB billion

acquisition, Dr Mahathir said that was not a problemas Ml aysia was stil
credit worthy.

"There are many ways of raising funds for the Governnent ... the
Governnent is still credit worthy. We will not have any probl ens raising
nmoney, " he sai d.

On areport inthe latest edition of the Far Eastern Econom ¢ Revi ew
which said Dr Mahathir was getting "alnost frantic in his efforts to
wangle an invitation to visit the Wiite House", he said in jest: "Yes,



yes, yes, off course | amtrying very hard. You can see ne trying very
hard."

The nagazine said Dr Mahathir was so desperate to get an invite to visit
the United States that he had sent three envoys to Washi ngton - forner
Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
and forner United Nations General Assenbly president Tan Sri Razali
Ismail.
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