02/ 08/ 2001
Cabi net supports neritocracy nove

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today cane in full support for the
proposal to inplenment the nmeritocracy policy for entry into public
universities, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expl ai ned t he
meritocracy policy at length at the Cabinet nmeeting and all the mnisters
supported him

"The mnisters gave their full support to the measures which will be
taken to tackle the academ ¢ weakness of Malay students,” he told
reporters at the Palianent |obby.

Abdul | ah was asked about Umo Youth's call for Dr Mahathir yesterday to
reconsi der the proposal of the neritocracy policy.

The Government had | ast Friday proposed to take radical steps to tackle
the probl em of Bumi putera students | aggi ng behind in education.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir was dissatisfied with the performance of Ml ay
students, whether in secondary schools or institutions of higher |earning,
and this feeling was shared by other Unmo | eaders.

If the policy is adopted, university entrance for students will be based
on qualification and not on racial quota.

Abdul | ah sai d the proposed neritocracy systemwoul d be di scussed further
and the Governnment might adopt other approaches to overcone the probl em of
decl i ni ng academ c perfornmance anbng Bumi put era students.

Abdul I ah, who is al so Umo deputy president, said the party's nmanagenent
comm ttee which nmet today agreed that the Umo headquarters should hold a
meeting to explain the nmeritocracy policy in detail to all menbers and
di vi sion | eaders.

The neeting woul d be held as soon as possi bl e because many Umo nenbers
want ed to know nmore about the policy and the actions to be taken by the
Governnent to overcone the probl em

"The Prime Mnister and all the Umo | eaders are dissatisfied with the
performance of the Malay students in their studies.

"If the performance of Malay children is weak, it will be difficult for
the Malay race to face a globalised world in future,” he said.

On Pas' action in continuing with their ceramah although it had been
banned, Abdullah, who is also Home M nister, said the opposition party
shoul d conply with police directive.

"It is wong and shoul d not be done.

If the Governnment and the police have decided, it is for the Governnent
to strictly enforce the regulation,"” he said.

On non-gover nnental organi sati ons (NG3s) whi ch have distributed
panphl ets pressing for the abolishnment of the Internal Security Act at the
Parlianment | obby this afternoon, Abdullah said it should not have
happened.

"W don't know how they entered the | obby and did that," he said.

About 40 people froma group called "The Movenent to Abolish the | SA"
handed over a proposed private nmenber's Bill to Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim Backbenchers C ub nenbers and
opposition party MPs.
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