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CABI NET TO HOLD SPECI AL MEETI NG TO DI SCUSS SOCI AL | LLS

MELAKA, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- The Cabinet will hold a neeting specially
to discuss social ills plaguing the Ml aysian society upon the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's return fromoverseas, said his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw today.

"Let Dr Mahathir hinmself chair the special neeting. Qoviously he
hi nsel f woul d want to know about the feedback and anal yses on the feedback
submtted to himon problens facing society,” said the Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

Abdul I ah, who is also the Hone Mnister, said this when asked to
comment on today's news reports about four pupils of a primary school in
Per ak bei ng caught indulging in oral sex in the classroomlast week.

Dr Mahathir is currently in Uganda attending the G obal 2001 Snart
Partnership International D al ogue in Kanpal a.

He was approached on the matter after opening the annexe of the Sekol ah
Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaan Ci na, Bukit Beruang here.

Last week the cabinet conmttee on social ills, which Abdul | ah chairs,
received reports fromthe National Unity and Soci al Devel opment Mnistry
and other mnistries on social problenms and ways of dealing with them

As for the Perak case, Abdullah expressed di smay and revul sion at the
parents for allowing their children to vi ew pornographic videos.

"Such parents are not to be ermulated. No matter how |iberal they want
to be, they should not let their children do what they |ike because being
menbers of society, the pupils could influence their peers in the class
into conmtting decadent acts,” he said.

According to the news reports, the standard two pupils performed ora
sex on one another under their desks after their teacher left the
cl assroom

Addressing the function earlier, Abdullah rem nded parents, teachers
and school administrators of their heavy responsibility of inculcating
anong children the virtues of racial tol erance and nutual respect from
smal | .

He assured the non-Bum putera, including the Chinese and Indians, that
ver nacul ar schools would continue to exist as their rights to practise own
cultures and speak their nother tongue were enshrined in the federa
constitution.

"There is nothing to worry about. Chinese and Tam | -type nationa
school s shall continue to exist in our country,” he said.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Home Mnister, rem nded the people of the
inclination of a small segnent of Ml aysians to adopt militancy as a neans
to realise their cause at the expense of national well-being.

In dealing with such el enents, Abdullah said Ml aysi ans shoul d conti nue
to uphold the rule of law and the constitution, anong the prerequisites
that had ensured Mal aysi a' s advancenent thus far

He added that the governnment had al ways been thankful that Ml aysians
at |large appreciated and backed its actions agai nst such destructive
el enent s.
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