27 FEB 2001
MOGGE E- BAKUN
CABI NET TO DI SCUSS BAKUN PROJIECT SOON

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27 (Bernama) -- The cabinet is expected to discuss
and nake a deci sion on the Bakun Hydro El ectric Dam project in Bel aga,

Sar awak soon, says Energy, Communications and Miltinedia mnister, Datuk
Amar Leo Moggi e.

He said a formal decision would have to be nmade whet her the power
shoul d be transmtted to Senenanjung, or just for use in Sarawak and Sabah
when asked to comment on the status of the Bakun project follow ng Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit to Sarawak recently.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the Energy Service
Conpani es Busi ness Devel opment Wor kshop, here, today.

"The thinking nowis nmay be we should use it purely for Sarawak and
Sabah. That will save the need to reduce the cost of investnent once you
renove the need to transmt using submarine cables,” he said.

The Bakun hydro-electric project, which was shel ved during the economc
downturn, was originally intended to conpl enent the power supply to
peni nsul ar Mal aysi a.

The cabi net's deci sion, he said, would have an inpact on the phasing of
the project. The timng for installing the machine and turbine could be
adj usted dependi ng on the actual need of power if it was purely for use of
Sar awak and Sabah only.

Currently, the power demand is nore than 500 nmegawatts in Sarawak and
400 nmegawatts in Sabah.

Moggi e said there was potential for demand in electricity to increase
in Sabah and Sarawak as well as Brunei and Kalinmantan. -- BERNAVA
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