19 SEP 2001
H shanmuddi n- Hol i day
CABI NET ALLOAS SCHOOLS TO TAKE PUBLI C HOLI DAY ON SUNDAY OR MONDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- Schools nation-w de can have Sunday
(Sept 23) or Monday (Sept 24) as a public holiday, the Cabinet decl ared
today in appreciation of the efforts put in by teachers and students in the
21st SEA Ganes whi ch ended | ast Monday.

Yout h and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n, who announced
this at a news conference at the mnistry here, said this was deci ded at
today' s Cabi net neeti ng.

"The Prime Mnister has agreed to allow the public holiday as nmany
teachers and nore than 8,000 students were directly involved in the SEA
Ganmes besides their large turnout to give support,” he said after chairing
his mnistry's post-Cabinet neeting.

School s whose week starts on Sunday can take Sept 23 as the public
hol i day and those starting on Monday, can take Sept 24, he said.

"The Cabi net congratul ated and thanked the national contingent,
vol unteers, police and mlitary personnel, students and those who hel ped
make the SEA Ganes a success," he said.

At a news conference after closing the ganmes on Monday night, the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad decl ared Saturday (Sept 22) a
public holiday followi ng Malaysia's triunph as overall chanpions.

It was, he said, a gift to Ml aysi ans whose support notivated nati onal
athletes to stanp Malaysia's supremacy for the first time in the 42-year
hi story of the regional ganes.

Mal aysi a bagged 111 gold, 75 silver and 85 bronze mnedal s, det hroning
def endi ng chanpi ons Thai |l and whose nedal haul was 103 gold, 86 silver and
89 bronze.
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