19/ 07/ 2001
Cabi net gives the green light for all-year-round voter registration

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The Cabinet today deci ded agai nst an automatic voter
regi stration systembut gave the go-ahead for the inplenmentation of all-
year round regi stration.

Under the latter system new registrants will get their voter status
confirmed wi thin weeks.

This al so neans that those who turn 21 will be able to register as
voters anytinme of the year from next year.

Mnister inthe Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid
amendnents to Article 119 of the Federal Constitution on the qualification
of voters would be tabled at the Dewan Rakyat during the current session.

It will be tabled by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

"Under the proposed amendnents, an individual who turns 21 will be able
to register with the El ecti on Comm ssion anyti ne.

"The application will then be gazetted within a few weeks and he wil |
becone a registered voter. It will be done very fast," he said when
cont act ed.

Consequently, the current practice of the conmi ssion to conduct an
annual voter registration exercise over a 42-day period woul d be done away
Wit h.

The comni ssion had earlier proposed that an automatic registration
system be introduced to address the "phantomvoter" issue and to ensure
non-citizens could not fraudulently acquire voting status.

The New Straits Tinmes had recently reported that the conmi ssion proposed
the automatic registration systemdue to criticisns over the delay in
gazetting the electoral roll.

This, the critics clained, had resulted in many applicants not being
able to vote during general elections or by-el ections.

At present, the conm ssion takes about nine nmonths to conplete the
entire exercise

On another matter, Rais said Article 6 of the Federal Constitution would
be anmended to all ow persons convicted of m nor offences to undertake
communi ty service

Al t hough the proposal was made sone tinme ago, it could not be adopted as
Article 6 prohibited all fornms of forced | abour

The proposal then was to allow first-tine offenders jailed for m nor
of fences to serve part of the sentence doing comrunity service.

The period of service could be half of the sentence.

Rais said Article 45 would al so be anmended to al |l ow senators repl aci ng
t hose who had died to conplete a full three-year term

"At present, if a senator dies after serving one year, his repl acenent
will only be allowed to conplete the deceased's renaining two years.

"Under the proposed anmendnent, the new senator will be allowed to
conplete a full three-year term" he said.

Rais said Articles 56 and 57 would al so be anended to all ow t he Dewan
Rakyat Deputy Speaker and Dewan Negara Deputy President to be enpl oyed
full-tine.

"They will be enployed on a full-tinme basis just |like the Dewan Rakyat
Speaker and Dewan Negara President."

Thi s anendnent takes effect fromJan 1, 2001.

Also to be amended is Article 65 of the Constitution.

"Under this article, the secretary of the Dewan Rakyat will also retire



at 56 years like any other civil servant and not at 55," Rais said.
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