09/ 08/ 2001

Cabi net neeting on yout hs post poned

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The special Cabinet neeting to discuss probl ens and
i ssues pl agui ng yout hs has been postponed, said Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

He said al though the neeting schedul ed to be held today had been
post poned, the Cabinet woul d continue discussing the matter during its
weekly meeti ngs.

"W will closely followthe devel opnents and if the need arises, then we
will hold the special neeting," Dr Mahathir said.

Speaking at a Press conference after briefing Umo nenbers on plans to
i ntroduce university adm ssion based on nerit, Dr Mahathir, who is al so
Umo president, said the Government was very concerned about the socia
ills in the country.

Touching specifically on the wi despread sale and distribution of
por nographic materials, the Prime Mnister said the Cabi net had banned the
open sal e of videos and vi deo conpact di scs.

"When | first nmentioned this nenace at a dialogue, | thought it was a
small matter but now we have di scovered that practically everyone selling
VCDs, besides pirated ones, are al so peddling pornographic videos.

"Because of this, we have decided that there nmust not be any sal e of
such materials in the open

"The business nmust be |l ocated in proper premnises and |licensed, with
i nspections to be carried out every now and then," Dr Mahathir stressed.
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