25 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Bl ack Met al
CABI NET TO HOLD SPECI AL SESSI ON ON CRI M NAL TENDENCI ES AMONG YOQUTHS

PUTRAJAYA, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the Cabinet has decided to hold a special session
to discuss crimnal tendencies anong youths including the Bl ack Metal
i ssue.

"The Cabi net has decided to have a special session to discuss this
subj ect alone and that we will do it on Aug 8," he told reporters after
attendi ng a special briefing by the Ml aysi an | ndustry-CGovernnent G oup for
H gh Technol ogy (M ght) here.

He was earlier asked whether the governnment has come up with nmeasures
to curb the invol venent of schoolchildren in cult groups such as the Bl ack
Metal activities and whether the issue was discussed at today's Cabinet
nmeeti ng.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment was now faci ng probl ens where young
peopl e were getting easily diverted fromtheir studies and getting
t hensel ves involved in very unproductive activities.

Responding to a question, Dr Mahathir said the government had received
vi ews from non-governnental organisations (NG3s) on how to deal with the
i ssue and they were being | ooked into.
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