10/ 08/ 2001
Call for task force to nonitor system

M K. Megan; S. Shankar; Audrey Der mawan

NI BONG TEBAL, Thurs. - The Umo suprene council should set up a specia
task force to assist the Governnent in nmonitoring the gradual introduction
of the merit-based systemfor public universities.

In making the call, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Mohd Yassin
said such a task force could nonitor the inplenentation of the new policy
and nmake recommendations to the Governnent, if there were any weaknesses.

"Such a task force can help ensure that all supporting elements, such as
the financial strength of Malay fanmilies and the academ ¢ qualifications
of students, are well in place when the systemis fully introduced.

"This is to ensure that the new policy does not bring conplications to
the Mal ays," he said after |aunching the Kanpung Padang Lal | ang Ger akan
Desa Wawasan's Consuners Club in Sinpang Anpat near here today.

He said the gradual introduction of the system should not be
m sconstrued as a sign that Umo had dropped its struggle for the Ml ays.

"Umo has never and will not ever shirk its responsibilities to the
Mal ays. However, the new policy is tinmely to arrest the decline in
academ ¢ excel | ence and noral decadence of Malay youths," said Mihyiddin
who is al so the Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister

In Shah Al am Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Sanmsuddin said
the systemwoul d serve as a wake up call for the Mal ays.

Abdul Aziz said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had
observed in the | ast 44 years that there were excellent Bumi putera
students just like the Chinese and I ndi ans.

"God had created all nen with equal intelligence. But since this country
has been good to Buniputeras they think it is a gift which they can
m suse. In the process, the Bum puteras think that whatever they do the
Governnent will ook after them They have becone conpl acent.

"The PM does not want this. He has given a shock not only to the
Bum put eras but everyone."

Abdul Aziz said Dr Mahathir had introduced the system because he knew
t hat Bumi puteras were not incapable.

Abdul Aziz was speaking after attending the excellent student award
presentation cerenpony at the Section 9 Secondary School .

He al so wi tnessed the student exchange progranmme between Ml aysia and
Japan. Ten students from Japan woul d be staying with Ml aysian famlies
for three days to experience Malaysian |ife and cul ture.

On the feedback fromthe people, he said some were worried, some were
scared and ot hers were thankful.

"Sonme are worried because they feel their children cannot gain entry

into universities. The quota systemwould still be there but they nust
make t he best use of the opportunities provided.

"W are not tal king about taking away the quota systemat all. If we did
away with quota the whole country will junp at us.

"I'f the Bumiputeras conplete their matriculation but do not qualify to
enter universities then we have to review again as to why there are nore
non- Bum puteras in nost fields."

Abdul Aziz warned foreign students studying here not to influence |oca
students with their political ideologies.

"This is a nulti-racial country and they cannot preach their ideol ogies
to create chaos. W can take action against themincluding arresting them
under the Internal Security Act."



I n Penang, Forner Universiti Sains Ml aysia vice-chancellor Datuk Dr
I shak Tanbi Kechik said the Governnment's intention in inplenenting the new
systemwas to hei ghten excell ence and conpetition anong students.

He said the principle of merit should al so be introduced in al
organi sati ons and shoul d be wel coned by all |evels of society including
technocrats and bureaucrats.

"Wth a systemof nerit, these people can be assured that they can
conpete with each another w thout any special privileges given to them"

I shak said USM woul d enhance excel | ence anbng Bumi put era students
through its Science Matricul ati on progranme.

Speaki ng after being conferred an honorary doctorate in Science at the
uni versity's 30th Convocation cerenmony in Penang today, |shak said the
future of Bum putera students was dependent on the existence of a
sust ai nabl e educati on system
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