26 SEP 2001
Shafi e- Tax
CALL FOR "NATI ONAL HERCES' TAG ON TAXPAYERS

PENANG, Sept 26 (Bernama) -- The Finance Mnistry today called for
t hose who pai d the hi ghest anmount of taxes be made "national heroes” in
recognition of their contribution to the nation's devel opnent.

Its Deputy Mnister Datuk Dr Shafie Mdhd Salleh hoped that the
suggesti on was considered by the Inland Revenue Board (IRB) as it would
encour age taxpayers to neet their obligation

He said at one tinme, conpanies which paid the highest amount of taxes
were given the honour of participating in the National Day Parade.

Speaking to reporters after opening a tax conference here, Dr Shafie
sai d taxpayers should feel proud as their contribution was used by the
government to build infrastructure and boost the econony.

He said in several countries, taxpayers were given due recognition for
carrying out their duty and this should al so be done in the country.

He al so urged taxation agents to provi de awareness on the inportance of
payi ng taxes on their private sector clients.

Dr Shafie said | ast year, the nunber of registered taxpayers in the
country was only 16 per cent out of its popul ation

He said direct taxes collected by the IRB last year was RW9.16 billion
with 48 per cent com ng from conpanies, 24 per cent fromindividuals and
the rest from other sectors.

I n anot her devel opnent, Dr Shafie said the mnistry would ensure that
contractors were pronptly paid after conpletion of projects which they
undert ook

He said this was to enable the construction sector to progress apart
fromkeeping in step with the nation's econom c cycle.

He said the mnistry would al so ensure that paynment fromthe principa
contractor to the sub-contractors were on tinme to enabl e devel opnent
projects to progress snoothly.

Dr Shafie was comrenting on yesterday's announcenent by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad that the governnent would i mediately

i npl enent a RMA. 3 billion econom c stinmulus package to cushion the inm nent
gl obal economi c sl owdown followi ng recent events in the United States.
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