13 JULY 2001
ASEAN- TELECOMMUNI CATI ON
CALLS FOR A MORE W RED AND | NTERCONNECTED ASEAN

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernanmm) -- Asean tel ecomruni cations mnister
concluded their inagural neeting calling for greater cooperation to ensure
that the region is nore wired and nore interconnected to attract a fair
share of gl obal investnents and boost sustainable growh in the area.

W apping up their First Asean Tel ecomuni cati ons M nisters Meeting
(TELM N) here today, they said they recognised Information and
Conmuni cati on Technol ogy (1 CT) as a growt h enabl er for econom es of Asean
menber countries and as a potential tool to conpete in the increasingly
gl obal econony.

In a joint statenent issued at the end of the neeting, they also
acknow edged that ICT allows access to informati on sources worl dw de,
pronot es busi ness and network transcendi ng borders and hel ps in spreading
know edge about best practices and experiences.

The m ni sters underscored the inportance of the e-Asean framework
agreement signed by the Asean | aders in Novenber 2000 to provide greater
monentumto collectively address the digital divide issue and enhance the
connectivity of menber countries by inproving their national information
infrastructure

The m ni sters al so acknow edged that e-Asean could effectively pronote
econom ¢ growth, social devel opment and better governance as well as
enhance access to informati on and news, enlarge enpl oynent opportunities,

i ncrease econom ¢ output, provide nore efficient access to a range of
governnment al services, make distant education and training nore effective,
i nprove delivery of health services, including the application of

t el e- nedi ci ne.

They enphasi zed the need to intensify collaborative efforts in
advanci ng e-Asean, particularly in facilitating the early realisation of
the Asean information infrastructure (All), pronoting universal and
af fordabl e access to informati on and communi cati on services including the
Internet and the building up of human resources capacity.

They urged an industry-led resolution of the problens posed by the
current international charging arrangenent for Internet services and called
for a fairer and nore sustainable arrangenment including cost sharing.

They urged nenmber countries to set a culture of partnership
conpetitiveness, innovation and entrepreneurship to support and sustain the
devel opnent and growt h of the tel ecommunicati ons sector

The mi nisters al so urged nmenber countries to create responsive policies
and regul atory environnent for investnment, infrastructure devel opnent, and
t echnol ogy devel opnent and to continue working collaboratively in pronoting
capacity for Asean citizens to conmunicate in the information age.

They reinforced the inportance of devel opi ng Asean content on the
I nternet.

They al so agreed to work towards bridging the capacity gap between the
ol d and new Asean menbers with the nore advanced nmenbers sharing their
expertise, training and educational resources, with the | ess advanced
nmenbers.

The mnisters collectively shared the viewthat the All's successfu
i npl enent ati on depended on the strong comm ttnment and cooperation of the
nmenber countries.

They agreed that nmenber countries should assist one another in the
devel opnent of the All, including network infrastructure, applications and



services and in regulatory and investnent policies.

The m ni sters expressed support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad's call to address issues on narrowing the digital divide
and enhanci ng human capacity through the establishnment of regional centres
of excellence in ICT and pronoting networking security through a proposed
Asean network security coordinating centre.

They agreed to further explore the proposal

The m nisters also signed the mnisterial understandi ng on Asean
cooperation in tel ecormunications and information technol ogy today.

The m nisterial understanding formalised the Asean resol ve to, anong
ot hers, nove forward Asean's cooperation in the tel econmunications and
i nformati on technol ogy sector by establishing the Al and further advanci ng
the e-Asean initiative, bridging the digital divide through capacity
bui | di ng and human resource devel opnent programmes and facilitating
intra-Asean trade and investnent in the ICT

To advance Asean cooperation in the ICT sector, the mnisters agreed to
the formation of five working groups, nanely, for Asean information
infrastructure, capacity building, universal access and digital divide,
trade and investnent facilitation and positive use of the Internet.

The seconfd TELM N woul d be held in Manila in July-August 2002.
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