17/ 10/ 2001

Call for restraint over anthrax incident

CYBERJAYA, Tues. - Wil e condeming the sendi ng of biological agents |ike
anthrax via mail and branding it as a terrible act, United States
anbassador to Malaysia, Marie T. Huhtala today urged refrain from people
junpi ng i nto concl usions.

Asked for her coments on the alleged antrax-tainted mail which was
reportedly returned from Mal aysia, Huhtala said that she coul d not
del i berate expansively on the matter as it was still under prelimnary
i nvestigations, by both the Mal aysian and US authorities.

"Cbvi ously we condemn the del i berate sending of the biological agent
with the mail, but with regard to what may have happened here in Ml aysia
is far too early, we don't know what really happened," she said when net
after attending a dial ogue-cum | uncheon with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday.

Huht al a acconpani ed t he Aneri can- Mal aysi an Chanber of Comerce (AMCHAM
del egation to the neeting

The anbassador who was al so asked for her views on allegations that the
Mal aysi an Gover nment was di screetly fanning anti-Anmerican sentinents, said
that it was not the actual scenario.

"I't's not my experience at all, |'ve been here for 18 days and |'ve got
not hi ng but good co-operation fromthe Ml aysi an Governnent," she st at ed.

On reports that American businessnen were cancelling their trips to
Mal aysi a, Huhtala said that it was not exactly the case as such
cancel l ati ons were not confined to Ml aysi a.

"It's a general nood of caution around the world."

On the recent anti-Anmerican denonstrations outside the US enbassy,
Huht al a said that she was very satisfied with the | evel of co-operation
fromthe Mal aysian police in providing necessary protection.

( END)
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