20/ 08/ 2001
Call to help Africa trade

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah in Kanpal a
"WE are not neeting here to conspire to rule the world, we are neeting
here to survive in this world."

These were the final words of Ugandan President Yoweri Miseveni's
openi ng speech at the @ obal 2001 Smart Partnership D al ogue under the
mar quee at Speke Resort Mnyonyo, 17km from Kanpal a, on Saturday eveni ng.

Museveni brushed asi de concerns of certain quarters perceiving such a
di al ogue as a conspiracy agai nst ot hers.

It was, he enphasised, a neeting to explore ways and neans to survive in
t he new gl obal i sed worl d.

Museveni drew attention to the fact that | ess than one per cent of the
total world's business investnents had gone to the Afican continent.

In the autonotive industry, for instance, total investnent was US$1. 3
trillion (RW.9 trillion) but only US$16 billion were invested in Africa
The sane goes for tourism services, transportation and ot her sectors.

He cal |l ed on European countries to open up their nmarkets to goods from
Africa

Museveni said tariff and quota restrictions inposed by European nations
were the main obstacle to foreign direct investnent in Africa and call ed
for the removal of subsidies in Europe so that Africa could trade openly.

Africa, according to Miuseveni, had lost a lot of tinme since the 1960s in
terns of econom c devel opnent.

Look at Ml aysia, he said, citing the w dening per capita i ncone between
the two countries since 1960.

Mal aysi a and Uganda were al nost at the same |evel of incone in the 1960s
until Ml aysia took a step forward in its devel opnent policies.

He said Mal aysia's per capita incone has risen to US$5, 000 while
Uganda's is | angui shing at around US$400.

Wi | e Mal aysi a depended on the private sector to lead its grow h,
Museveni said nations in the region had yet to make headway in such a
appr oach.

"Rel ati ons between the private and public sectors have not inproved,"” he
sai d, adding that distrusting each other was the main probl em hindering
the forging of a harnonious relations between the two.

Museveni said the public and private sector still could not |ook into
each other's eyes - with both party being prejudiced.

Calling on African countries to | ook at Mal aysia and how it has
devel oped, Museveni spoke about how Mal aysia rose fromthe ashes of the
May 1969 racial riots.

The Ugandan President urged the business comunity to take advantage of
the nmeeting to interact with other entrepreneurs.

"You shoul d not expect to nmake noney this weekend. You cannot nake deal s
today because this is not a trade fair but you can nake noney t hrough
net wor ki ng, " he sai d.

Museveni al so said he had not changed his socialist beliefs.

"I ama socialist who uses capitalismto develop ny country," he said in
response to a renmark by d obal 2001 Joint chairman Janes Mul wana, who said
busi nessnen i n Uganda had benefited fromhis shift fromsocialismto
capitalism

Museveni said time has cone for an end to the old econom c regi me where
there should only be one w nner.

"Whay do we need to have wi nners and | osers? Wiy nust sonebody wi n and



sonmebody | ose? And why nust sonebody have to | ose in order for soneone to
win," he said at the dinner to officiate the opening.

He said the dial ogue had not only provided an opportunity for networKking
bet ween vari ous busi ness sectors but al so between nations in Sout heast
Asia, Africa and the Carri bean.

The four-day dial ogue is being attended by 600 participants and 11 heads
of State and Governments including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharad.

The | eaders arrived on Saturday.

They hel d several discussions on the chall enges and bottl enecks in
attracting nore foreign direct investnent.
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