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Call to understand struggl es

FOR several Umo veterans, the re-union held in conjunction with the
party's 55th Anniversary was definitely a trip down nenory | ane as they
recollected their life during Umo's early struggle of which they were a
part.

Anmong t hem were veterans who have been with Umo since it was forned in
1946. As they sat in the Merdeka Hall of the Putra World Trade Centre in
Kual a Lunpur, they saw the past glory of Umo in a short docunentary which
the Umo headquarters presented.

It was also a tinme for themto ponder where the party is heading in the
current political situation. Many hope that Umo | eaders and the younger
menbers will continue with Umo's struggle and cast aside any materi al
anmbition for the glory of the people and the country.

Mohd Abdul Karim 77, from Kanpung Tun Razak said that although Umo
today was far better than when he joined in terns of its achievenents, the
younger generation of Umo nenbers shoul d be nade to understand t he
struggl es and sacrifices of the el ders.

"I feel sad that | cannot be active anynmore. Although |I'mstill an Umo
menber, due to ny age | feel that |'ma failure to the party as | feel so
hopel ess when sonme peopl e keep throw ng accusati ons at Umo.

"My only hope is for the younger nenbers to defend the party but they
can only do that if they appreciate the painstaking efforts of Umo
nmenbers before them"

Gsnman Yahaya, 70, who joined the party in 1946, said the Ummo | eaders
then were willing to sacrifice their time and wealth just for the party
and the Ml ays.

"W were never concerned about nonetary gains. Wen we carried out
activities we used our own noney.

"But it makes nme sad that sonme | eaders now have noved away fromthis.
They join Umo for their own interests.”

He said sone of the young nmenbers today join the party w thout being
aware of its history and past struggles.

"They have no knowl edge at all about what Umo used to be and how we
wor ked hard to achieve the position we are in today."

Hs friend, 72-year old Abdul Ham d Hassan, said Umo's poor perfornmance
during the 1999 general election, had pronpted himto conme forward and
play an active role again in the party.

"I have not been very active for sonme tine due to ill health. | feel sad
that Umo is no | onger enjoying the support that it used to get.

"Umo used to rule Malay politics. But suddenly our support has waned. |
feel | have to take it upon nyself to help Umo regain its |ost ground."

Abdul Hami d said the younger generation was ignorant of Ummo's struggl es
and does not appreciate the contributions of the early | eaders.

"It seenms all our fight to achieve and fulfil independence has been
forgotten.

"Sone party | eaders do not make an effort to get to know the veterans.
What is wong in talking to us and listening to our experiences," said
Abdul Hamid who was the Kul i m Bandar Baru division's former treasurer.

Yong Jais, 67, fromParit Sulong said it pains himto see the younger
generation of Ummo nmenbers nore interested in making gains fromthe party
rather than contributing to it.

"As nmuch as they can, the younger generation should uphold Umo's



struggles but |I cannot see that now. It nmakes me wonder whet her one day
Umo whi ch has been the party for the Malays can still rule the country.™

Sepang divi sion commi ttee menber Abu Hassan Mohd Amin, 77, said he sees
Umo as still strong although young Mal ays prefer to join the Opposition

"These people are easily influenced by the Qpposition. They are young
and i nexperi enced, nmaking theman easy target for parties |like Pas and
Parti Keadil an Nasional ," added the former teacher who joined the party
since its formation in 1946.

The party | eadership, Abu Hasan said, should i mediately | ook into ways
to attract the younger people to join Umo before it was too | ate.

He al so praised party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
bringing rapid progress to the country.

Si npang Tiga branch chairman Mrsidi Mhsin, 72, acknow edged t he
probl ens faced by the present | eadership but said his support for the
party remai ned unfl aggi ng.

"As a veteran, | feel one nmajor difference in the party now and during
its early years is that the present |eaders are nore far-sighted," said
Morsi di who joined the party in 1954.

Asked if he had any advice for the present |eadership, Mrsidi said
| eaders at all levels should not rest on their laurels in face of the
Opposition's grow ng i nfluence.

Ai shah Hassan, 64, of Kual a Kedah and Roki ah Nor ki ah Abdul Ham d, 59, of
Alor Star felt that Umo's battered credibility was "the work of the
opposition".

They said that Umo should at the sane tine work towards inproving its
i mge and return the party to its former strength.

"W nust make our children understand what Umo has done for the country
and how hard the party's struggle was," sai d Aishah

Roki ah said many young Mal ays are not aware of Umo's struggle and
contributions so they do not appreciate the party. This nmade it easy for
themto conderm Ummo.
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