20/ 08/ 2001
Canpai gn to ensure wel | -being of children

V. Shankar Ganesh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - In a nove to instil awareness of the inportance of
children in our lives, the National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nistry
will launch a canpaign called "Say Yes for Children" on Sept 1.

M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the canpaign, to be
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, woul d | ook at
ways to create a conducive and enabling environment for children to grow
up.

She said the canpai gn was based on 10 inperative actions and
responsibilities. It ainms to deliver the nessage that the citizens of the
country care about children and expects everyone to keep the prom ses they
make for their well-being.

The canpaign is part of the gl obal novenment for children which is a
br oad- based canpaign to ensure greater action for children, holding
governments accountable in the | ead-up to and after the United Nations
Speci al Session on Children to be held fromSept 18 to 24 in New York.

Siti Zaharah said the canpaign woul d al so take stock of the progress the
country had nade since the last Wrld Sunmit for Children in 1990.

She said there was no tinme-frame for the canpaign as children woul d
al ways be there and they constantly needed the attention of adults.

Several progranmes have been lined up for the campai gn such as foruns,
wal kat hon, tal k shows and concerts.

Siti Zaharah said 30 per cent of the popul ation were bel ow 15 years old
and adults, especially young parents, should be made aware of a child's
needs.

"They nmust know t he physi cal and nmental needs of children.”

The 10 actions are: |leave no child out, put children first, care for
every child, fight HHVWAIDS, stop harm ng and exploiting children, listen
to children, educate every child, protect children fromwar, protect the
earth for children and fight poverty and invest in children.

Leave no child out neans that because every girl and boy is born free
and equal in dignity and rights, all forns of discrimnation and excl usion
agai nst children nust end.

Put children first calls on governnents to neet their obligations to
children and young peopl e.

At the sane tine, it also calls on individuals, non-governmental
organi sations, religious groups, the private sector, and children and
adol escents thensel ves to recogni se the responsibility to ensure that
children's rights are respected.

Siti Zaharah said care for every child neant that all children nust
enjoy the highest attainable standard of health, especially through
i mmuni sation, good nutrition and diet, clean water and adequate
sanitation, proper housing and a safe and heal thy environnent.

She said fight HHV/AIDS called for children, adol escents and their
famlies to be protected fromthe devastating i npact of H V/ Al DS

Stop harming and exploiting calls for the violence and abuse of children
to be stopped.

It also calls for the end of sexual and economi c exploitation of
chil dren.

Siti Zaharah said nmany adults assunmed that children did not have the
right to voice their opinion on any issue. "This must change and we nust
listen to what they have to say."



She said everyone nust respect the right of children and young people to
express thenselves and to participate in decisions that affected them
consistent with their evolving capabilities.
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