07/ 09/ 2001

Canpaign calls for a stop to discrimnation agai nst young

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The first inperative action of the "Say Yes for
Chil dren" canpaign, "Leave No Child Qut", calls for a stop to all forns of
di scrimnation and excl usi on agai nst children worl dw de.

In many parts of the world, children inadvertently face discrimnation
and are margi nalised due to a variety of reasons.

These reasons include gender and race, and sonetinmes the traditions of
their parents, which then cause the children to be |l eft out and unable to
reach their full potential

In Mal aysia, the Governnent, through the National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent M nistry, strives to ensure that all children are provided
equal access to all opportunities.

M nistry secretary-general Dr P. Manogran told the New Straits Tines
today that nmost children in Malaysia are well provided for, and do not
suffer discrimnation.

He said, however, a snmall nunber do not receive equal access to
opportunities due to reasons such as poverty.

He cited an exanple of a case where children were unable to attend
school because they did not have identity cards.

"When these cases are brought to the mnistry's attention, we then take
the necessary action to ensure these children receive an education," he
sai d.

Manogran sai d children, especially the disabled, enjoy ful
participation in all areas, such as educati on.

"Di sabl ed children are provided anpl e opportunity to an education... we
have enough school s and accessible facilities for them In the area of
sports, we even have athletes in the Paral ynpics,"” he added.

Manogran said the nost inportant thing to do is to rai se awareness that
children too are citizens of the world who have their own rights.

He said the ministry is working closely w th non-government al
organi sations, by providing themw th grants and aid, to ensure that this
consci ous awareness is spread to the public.

The "Say Yes for Children" canpaign, which was | aunched in Ml aysia | ast
Saturday by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, requires the
public to pledge their support towards 10 inperative actions that wll
make chil dren happi er and heal t hier.

These pl edges will then be brought to the United Nations Special Session
on Children, which will be held from Sept 19. Malaysia will be sending a
del egati on which includes 10 teenagers to the session in New York

According to the d obal Mwvenent for Children (GWC), there is never a
good reason for denying a child freedomand opportunity.
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