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Cari ng Mal aysi ans reach out

Debor ah Loh

IN a day's worth of news on politics, crinme, violence and ot her hunman
suffering, it is refreshing to read of a nother's heartfelt thanks to the
public for maki ng an operation for her hole-in-the-heart baby possible.

The New Straits Tinmes has long provided its readers an avenue to express
care and concern for the |l ess fortunate.

By organi sing donation canpai gns, whether for people in need of surgery
or for victins of natural disasters in faraway places, such drives have
hi ghlighted the caring spirit of Ml aysi ans.

This year, NST set up two major funds - one for the victins of the
January earthquake in Gujerat, India; and the second for the restoration
of Universiti Ml aya's Dewan Tunku Cansel or, which was destroyed in a fire
on June 29.

The Guj erat Earthquake Fund was opened within days of the earthquake

whi ch occurred on Jan 26 - India's national day - in the north-west state
of Gujerat.
The quake nmeasured 7.9 on the Richter scale, killing over 16,000 and

maki ng 400, 000 peopl e honel ess. These i ncluded 7,000 children who were nade
orphans in nore than 300 vill ages.

The fund col | ected RMA06, 161. 83.

Money was col |l ected in novel ways, including the KL-Penang Charity Wal k
by NST's very own veteran charity wal ker R V. Veera

He and 15 ot hers wal ked 400km fromthe NST's office in Bangsar to
Penang's Waterfall Gardens, flagged off by Indian H gh Comm ssioner to
Mal aysi a, Her Excellency Veena Sikri.

The tragedy drew support fromall sectors; religious bodies, schools,
uni versities, hotels and corporations, to nane a few

It was also a real-life illustration for students at SMK Perenpuan
Kapar, who, under their Mral teacher S. Ummadevi, learnt to translate
concern into action by starting a fund-raising project. The students
managed to collect RML, 020 in five days.

The NST was al so in the thick of search-and-rescue action in Gandhi dham
and Bhuj, the quake's epicentre, to cover the Ml aysi an SMART t eam whi ch
assisted in the operation

The Dewan Tunku Cansel or Restoration Fund was | aunched on July 30,
al rost i mMmedi ately after news broke of the pre-dawn fire the day before.

"Thi s newspaper feels duty-bound to initiate efforts to rebuild an
institution which many anong us have cone to appreciate and find
inspiring," said NST group editor Datuk Ahmad A. Talib in an open letter
publ i shed to | aunch the fund.

"W' ve | aunched ot her canpaigns in the past, and this one is equally
inmportant. It is a conpelling enough cause for us to be involved in," he
added.

Opened by the first Prine Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -haj on
June 25, 1966, the hall was where over 80,000 UM graduates received their
scrol |l s.

The fire destroyed about RML2.4 million worth of property. UMvice
chancel l or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain said building was insured.
He estimated the cost to rebuild the structure to be about RML3 nillion

As at Aug 20, the fund has coll ected RML, 436,372.53. O this,

RMB07, 567. 20 were received in cash while the rest have been pl edged.

Contributions are still wel come.



Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad was the first person to
donate to the fund with a personal contribution of RM500.

A day after the fund was set up, RML5, 429.47 was collected fromthe
Group of Concerned UM Students and vari ous nenbers of parlianment and
Governnent of ficials.

Nati onal car distributor Edaran G onobil Nasional Bhd becane the first
cor porate sponsor, donating RV20, 000.

A huge contribution of RVb00, 000 in a six-nonth pledge canme from GdaSaj a
(M Sdn Bhd, the supplier of conputers for the Enpl oyees' Provident Fund
schene.

Umo Youth al so forked out a sizeable chunk of RVA0, 025.20 while Puteri
Umo donat ed RMLO, 000.

I nternational Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
herself a UM graduate, found a fun way to rai se noney.

She held an "auction" in which she spurred about 30 Barisan Nasi onal MPs
and Senators. Wth funds fromher own mnistry, and with her dynamc
personality, Rafidah nmanaged to put RM20, 010 in the hat in one afternoon

The canpaign rallied Ml aysians fromall wal ks of |life around a comon
cause and a shared experience: many of themwere UM students or had, in
one way or another, a connection with the university, and cared that part
of their heritage had now been destroyed.

Even students fromother universities showed their solidarity by
starting collections of their own.

Both Universiti Sains Ml aysia and Universiti Uara Ml aysia | aunched
canpai gns anong their respective canmpus conmmuniti es.

In the private sector, besides big corporations, restaurant owners and
entertai nment outlet operators took out a portion of their revenue for the
fund.

And while many of the donors' faces have been splashed al nost daily in
the NST, there were generous others who preferred anonymty.

One man quietly wal ked t hrough the doors of the NST Johor Baru office to
hand over a cheque of RM20, 000, refusing to say anything about hinself or
t he nmoney.

But this year's nost exciting and col ourful fund-raising event by the
NST this year was definitely the NST MIlion Ringgit Charity Duck Race
2001.

On July 15, 80,000 bright yell ow rubber duckies bobbed down Sunga
Gonbak for a 1.5kmrace.

Their "adoption” by the public nmanaged to rai se RMB0OO, 000 for six
charity organi sati ons - Persatuan Kanak-kanak Terencat Akal Sel angor dan
W | ayah Persekutuan, Tabung Hati-ke-Hati Maybank, MAA-Medi care, Nanyang
Foundati on, Hospis Ml aysi a and Ki wani s Down Syndrome Foundati on.

The event was al so a chance for donors and their famlies to let their
hair down and enjoy a fiesta with food, fanmes and entertainnment.
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