11 MAY 2001
Castro-Visit
CASTRO SAYS MALAYSI AN VI SIT FULFI LLS OLD W SH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernama) -- Cuban President Fidel Castro, who
arrived early this nmorning for his first visit to Malaysia, said the visit
was to fulfill an old wish to know the country and its people.

" This official visit to Malaysia will allownme to fulfill ny old
wi shes to know this country and its people, its ancient culture, |ong
tradition of struggle, beautiful nature and fertile and creative work in
the field of econom c and soci al devel opnent,” he said in a statenent.

Castro, who has been in power for 42 years and the world's
| ongest - servi ng | eader, said Cuban-Mal aysi an di plomatic relations
established in 1975 had been unfolding in a satisfactory way.

The visit by Malaysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
Cuba in 1997 and again | ast year had nade a decisive contribution to
bilateral ties, he said.

" | amcertain that the presence of our delegation in Kuala Lunmpur now
will also lead to the upgradi ng of such mutually beneficial relations and
cooperati on between our two countries,” he said.

He spoke of the many sinmlarities between the two countries, despite
di stance and cultural differences.

As he put it: " W are bound together by the shared history of a
coloni al past as well as by our common condition of underdevel oped
countries bent on progress but with a clear perception of the grave hazards
threatening the Third Wrld today and with a comon decision to resist the
sacrifice of our identity and self-determ nation to a globalization marked
by injustice and danger."

Castro al so expressed special admiration for the way Malaysia and its
gover nment courageously faced the catastrophic effects of the 1997
financial crisis, without relinquishing the defence of its sovereignty, its
currency and ultimately its independence.

" The Cuban peopl e who have been the victins of a feroci ous economc
war |lasting nore than 40 years, feel in solidarity with Malaysia that has
al so sustained its share of suffering as a consequence of the prevailing
unfair world econonic order," he added.
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