17/ 12/ 2001

" Sone ul ama have caused disunity'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi said today the unhealthy activities of some ul ama had caused
di sunity anong Musli ns.

He said their slander and allegations were not in keeping with their
position as ul ama.

Speaking to reporters at his Hari Raya open house at the Putra World
Trade Centre, Abdullah said Muslins should not pay heed to such ul ama as
their activities would not contribute to the progress and devel opnent of
I sl am

He said this when asked to coment on reports that sone ul ama were
involved in politics and nmaki ng sl anderous al |l egati ons.

He said that |Islamconsidered slander to be even nore dangerous than
commi tting murder

"According to Islam we need to watch our words ... we should not be
saying things that | ead to slander," he added.

Abdul | ah said Muslinms nust | earn to speak good things and | ead a good
life. He also called on Muslins to put aside all forns of prejudice,
enmty and fights and give priority to pronoting brotherhood anong
Musl i ns.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s Hari Raya
message was clear in that Miuslinms nust change their culture to truly
reflect the Muslimculture - that is to reduce enphasis on the form of
I sl am but focus on the content of Islamic teachings that places inportance
on efforts to inprove the lives of the people in this world and the next.

( END)
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