07 AUG 2001
M LF- Peace
CEASEFI RE ACCORD REACHED BETWEEN NMANI LA AND M LF

CYBERJAYA, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- The Philippine governnent and the Mro
I slami c Liberation Front (MLF) have reached a ceasefire agreenent and are
expected to sign it later today.

M LF chi ef negotiator Miurad Ebrahi msaid the peace pact was reached by
the two parties after a one-hour neeting held here early this norning. The
Phi |'i ppi ne government and M LF had over the past two weeks worked hard at
the negotiation table here to reach this historic accord.

"W will now arrange a formal signing of documents in front of
Phi l'i ppi ne President G oria Macapagal Arroyo and Mal aysi an Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today," he said after the neeting.

Arroyo, who arrived here today for a three-day working visit, is
expected to neet Dr Mahathir this evening for a four-eye neeting and the
agreement is expected to be signed after the tal ks between the two | eaders
in Putrajaya, the country's new adm nistrative centre.

Murad said the two | eaders woul d witness the signing of the agreenent
whi ch woul d bring about a cessation of hostilities (inplenenting
gui del i nes) between the Philippine governnent and the M LF.

He said the ceasefire would conme into force i mediately after the
signing of the peace accord, bringing an end to nearly 30 years of revolt
on the southern island of M ndanao.

The two parties also reached an agreenent today to set up a
coordi nating conmttee for the cessation of hostilities. The comittee
woul d i nvestigate violations of ceasefire and recommend punitive action
agai nst any vi ol ators.

"The ceasefire will be monitored by a teamfromthe O ganisation of
I sl am ¢ Conference (A C), conprising nenbers from Li bya, |ndonesia and
Mal aysia, and is open to other O C nenber states.

"The agreenment is a major breakthrough. W feel that the docunent is
very inportant in order to realise the rehabilitation and devel opnent
programes in M ndanao," he added.

The ceasefire agreenent sets the stage for the two sides to begin talks
to cenment |asting peace on the island.

The signing cerenony, to be held at 5pm w Il also include docunents on
the reunification of the MLF with the Moro National Liberation Front
(M\LF), agreed here just days ago.

"There will be docunments on unity with the MNLF and the MLF and the
docunment on cessation of hostilities,"” Mrad said.

The MLF split fromthe MNLF in 1978, and the MNLF has al ready reached
a peace agreement with Manil a.

A previous ceasefire between the governnent and the MLF was in place
from1997 to 2000, until Arroyo's predecessor, Joseph Estrada, decided that
the rebels were consolidating their position and ordered a fresh offensive.
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