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Chamto clear the air at meeting

Jose Barrock

THE Cont ai ner Haul i ers Associ ati on of Mal aysi a (Cham president Mrzan
Mahat hir i s expected to address various al | egati ons t hrown agai nst the
associ ation at its annual general meeting |later today.

In the past, the Chamnenbers were accused of being inefficient and said
to be the stunbling block in the smooth fl ow of cargo fromthe ports to
ot her regions of the country.

The associ ati on was bl amed on vari ous occasi ons for the backl og in goods
bei ng distributed during the festive seasons and had been nmade t he
scapegoat on nmany occasi ons when t he transportai on i ndustry canme under
fire.

Due to the outcry fromthe affected parties, the Governnent sone ti ne
| ast year decided to open the once closed narket to new players, 50 in
all, to break the single association dom nance by t he Cham menbers.

Chammenber s, Kontena Nasional Bhd, KonsortiumLogistik Bhd, Di perdana
H dgs Bhd, M SC Haul age Sdn Bhd and Mul ti nodal Freight Sdn Bhd, to their
credit, have been very silent and refrai ned fromthrow ng accusati ons at
ot her organi sati ons which perhaps were nore to be bl aned t han t hensel ves.

Cham nenbers have been visibly slowto defend t hensel ves, and sources in
the industry believe the silence is not due to a |lack of being able to
contradict the allegations, but rather fear of stepping on the
authorities' toes.

Certain quarters who wanted to remai n anonynous, and are not Cham
menbers, tol d Business Tines of the occasi ons when Cham nenbers appl i ed
for up to 600 prinme nover |icences to boost up fleets, but only obtained
50 of such vehicle |licences.

When the association remains silent, it is taken as a sign of weakness
and further allegations are thrown at them

The current favourite in the industry is that banks have stopped gi ving
out | oans because Chamcane out with a statenent saying that the haul age
mar ket was sat ur at ed. When cont act ed by Busi ness Ti nes, the banks terned
the all egations as an insult to the banking i ndustry as banks do not give
out | oans based on t he opi ni ons of an associ ation consisting five players
when there are 55 in the narket.

Whet her the Chamnenbers will join in the price war game due to the
smal | er hauliers offering discounts to survive is yet to be seen. The
smal l er hauliers it seenms, found out the hard way that each prine nover
requi res earnings of around RML, 000 a day to break even, after spending
around RMB0OO, 000 for each prinme nover and the seven all ocated trailer
ratio.

What is hoped for is that the Chamnenbers, who have been silent since
t he openi ng of the haul age market, shed sone |light on the real picture
behi nd the al |l egati ons and accusations thrown at the associ ation

Perhaps with the truth being reveal ed, the idiocy of introducing 50 new
pl ayers and t hen expecting themto nerge to formconsortiuns may be
expl ai ned.

Hopeful Iy the m stakes of the past, like issuing |icences to
uninterested parties and parties who | ack the neans, will be nmade agai n by
the authorities.

Cham to make nmatters easy, should cone out and explain the flawto the
governi ng body, the six-nmonth to one-year wait for the approval of sinple
prime nover |icences and the long wait to receive only one tenth of what



is due to these needy conpani es.
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