13/ 07/ 2001
Chance encounter with the nost sought-after politician

Dzul karnain Taib
MOST ti mes you need a nose for news to get hot stories. Sonetinmes you just
bunp i nt o Tun Dai mZai nuddi n having teh tari k at a Bangsar restaurant.

There he was at a favourite roti canai and teh tarik establishment in
Lucky Garden casually dressed in a collared T-shirt, khaki pants and
sandal s. Dai m| ooked nore rel axed t han he ever was when he was a Cabi net
m ni ster.

To understand why a chance nmeeting with Daimin Akbar Shah, a purveyor
of fine teas and lanb briyani, is such a big deal you just have to
remenber that he is the nmost sought-after politician since his surprise
resignation fromhis Finance M nister and Umo post in June.

"I's Business Tines still anti-Governnent?" he said jokingly with a
smle, referring to an incident when he gently ticked off a Busi ness Ti nes
reporter for asking a "sensitive" question at a seni nar organi sed by a
yout h organi sati on.

Dai m has a style of his own when it comes to handling the Press.

He neither says too nmuch to the extent of revealing everything nor hides
everything to a point of being secretive.

Asked why he decided to | eave when his services were still needed to see
the country through its econonmic difficulties, Daimsaid the tinme has conme
for himto go.

"I need to retire soneday. | amalready old," he said, sipping his tea.

Dai msai d he has not been open to questions fromthe Press because he
did not want to get enbroiled in any specul ation

"There i s too much specul ati on going around and it's better to keep
qui et. Even Dr Mahathir advised me not to say anything," he added in this
unpl anned encount er.

Hi s view of the present state of journalismin the country was that
newspapers tend to over-specul ate on nmany i ssues and this has resulted in
an unhealthy state of affairs.

"When | |eft there was so nuch specul ati on and they are not even true,”
he stressed.

"We shoul d be responsible in what we wite because it affects what or
who we are writing about,” he advi sed.

Specul ation was rife that there was a personal conflict between hi mand
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad that | ead to his resignation
but it is afact that the relationship between both | eaders goes a | ong
way, close to three decades.

Arelationship and friendship that | ong coul d never be shaken by nere
runour - nonger i ng and bad- nout hi ng.

In both the periods that he served as the finance m nister, the country
experienced econoni ¢ downturn as a result of weak gl obal econonic
condi tions.

The 1998 Asi an financial crisis nust have been one of the nbst trying
and traumatic period for the country that sawcountries in the region
pl unge into a deep econonic crisis due to attacks on their currencies

The Prine M nister and his econom c teamwhich i ncl uded Dai mmanaged t o
successful ly i nsul ate and protect the econony fromfurther damage t hrough
the i mpl emant ati on of sel ective capital and currency controls.

The three years to re-inject confidence in the stock market, stabilise
t he fi nanci al systemincl udi ng recapitalisingthe banks and restructuring
bad | oans, headi ng t he Nati onal Econonic Action Council and attendingits



daily neetings plus along series of mnisterial duties and political
responsi bilities nmust have taken quite a toll on Daim
Now t hat he i s no | onger hol di ng any government or party post except for
bei ng the el ect ed Menber of Parliamant for Merbok, maybe history can | ook
back at his achi evenents and services that he has rendered to the nation
with greater objectivity.
( END)
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