14 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Mal ays
CHANGE ATTI TUDE TO SUCCEED, DR MAHATHI R TELLS MALAYS

PUTRAJAYA, May 14 (Bernama) -- The Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said an attitudi nal change is a prerequisite for the
Mal ays to succeed as the other Ml aysi an comunities.

For one, the Mal ays shoul d discard the attitude and belief that they
wer e i ncapabl e of doing anything, he said addressing 500 nenbers of the
Ex- Servi cenen's Associ ati on of Ml aysi a today.

Dr Mahathir said the Malays only need to train to performa task
repeatedly and ethically at that until they attain expertise in a
particul ar vocati on.

"I think the Mal ays can be successful. In terns of brainpower and I
have done ny studies on this, | found that the Ml ays are equally
intelligent as the Chinese," he said at the function at the Prine
M ni ster's Department here.

However, he said, Malays tend to apply their expertise to preoccupy
t hensel ves wi th non-beneficial activities which left them straggling behind
the other communities, let alone conpete with them

"That is why we fail," said the prine ninister.

According to Dr Mahathir, failure to hold steadfastly to set val ues and
uphol d virtues also contributed to the Ml ays not acconplishing rmuch in
several fields.

The prime mnister also thanked the veterans for defending the nation
fromall sorts of threats.

"In Mal aysia, we do not have to force the citizens to be drafted for
mlitary service as there are always Mal aysi ans prepared to give their
lives in defence of the country.

"So long as there is this willingness, God willing, the country shall
remai n saf eqguarded fromthreats,"” he said.

He said Mal aysians were a fortunate |ot as they do not need nercenaries
to protect them

However he cautioned Mal aysians that a country could be taken over not
only through military force but also by the use of econom c power to
i mpoveri sh and subsequently occupy a nati on.

"When we are poverty-ridden, we will be begging fromothers who in turn
wi Il inpose certain conditions as had happened to sone countries which are
now at the beckon and call of outsiders,” said Dr Mahathir.

As such the country also need to safeguard its econony in order to
preserve its sovereignty, he said.

The prime mnister also advised ex-servicenen intending to venture into
busi ness to observe high discipline as they had been in mlitary life.

Associ ation president Senator Datuk Mihammad Ghani was al so present.
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