19 OCT 2001
APEC- TAl WVAN
CHI NA REGRETS TAI WAN' S DECI SI ON NOT' TO SEND REPRESENTATI VE TO APEC

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

SHANGHAI, Oct 19 (Bernama) -- China has expressed regret over the
deci sion by Taiwan not to send its representative to the two-day
Asi a- Paci fi c Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) Leaders' Meeting begi nning here
t onor r ow ( Sat ur day) .

As the host of this year's APEC neetings, China wel conmes the
participation of all APEC nenbers and has offered correspondi ng protoco
and conveni ences to all menbers in accordance with the principle of equity
and politeness, said a spokesperson for the Chinese Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs in a statenent here today.

"China has repeatedly expressed its welcone to Chinese Taipei to
participate in the APEC Leaders Meeting in Shanghai and ot her APEC
activities and has issued invitations."

The spokesperson pointed out that APEC s rel evant nenorandum of
under st andi ng has provided explicit provisions on Taiwan's candidate to the
APEC Leaders Meeting and that a practice has been formed over the previous
nmeeti ngs.

"Chi nese Taipei has failed to select a candidate that confornms to these
provi sions and practice. W regret over this,"” the spokesperson said.

Tai wan has clainmed that China did not send a formal invitation for the
APEC neeting here.

Tai wan president Chen Shui-Bi an has decided to send forner
vi ce-president Li Yuan-Zu as his representative at the APEC summt here but
t he deci sion needs China's bl essings.

Li, Taiwan's vice president from 1990-1996 and a crimnmnal |aw expert,
was chosen because anti-terrorismwould be the main issue to be discussed
by the | eaders.

Beijing has forced Taiwan to limt its representation at previous APEC
Sunmits to a cabinet mnister or a business |eader

Last year, the Taiwan Central Bank governor Perng Fai-Nan |l ed the
i sland's del egation to the APEC Sunmit in Brunei

Tai wan takes part in APEC neetings as an "econony"” under the title
"Chi nese Taipei" -- an arrangenent designed to overcome China's objection
to the recognition of Taiwan as a separate state.

Taiwan and China split in 1949 following a civil war, but Beijing stil
regards the island as a breakaway province that nust eventually be brought
back to the fold, by force if necessary.

APEC groups Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong,

I ndonesi a, Japan, Mal aysia, Mexico, New Zeal and, Papua New Gui nea, Peru
the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, the U S
and Vi et nam

Meanwhi | e, | eaders from APEC nmenber countries started arriving at this
East Chi na commercial hub since Thursday. Anong them were US President
CGeorge WBush and Russian President Viadinmr Putin.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will arrive just after
m dni ght today.

The | eaders will discuss economc issues as well as anti-terrorismin
the wake of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in New York and Washi ngton. --
BERNANA
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