24 COCT 2001
Chong- Phi | i ppi nes
CHONG WELCOMVES PHI LI PPI NE CULTURAL OFFI CE TO SABAH

KOTA Kl NABALU, Cct 24 (Bernamm) -- Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
t oday wel coned the establishment of the Philippine Econonmic and Cul tural
O fice (Peco) in Sabah next year.

He said the decision to set up such an office augured well for
Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi ne rel ations.

" We are very happy and really welcome the final decision of the
Phi | i ppi ne Government which will further strengthen rel ations between the
Phi | i ppi nes and Mal aysia particularly Sabah,” he told reporters after
chairing the state cabi net neeting here today.

Chong said this in response to a statenent by Philippi ne Anbassador to
Mal aysi a Jose Brillantes recently that the office would be set up early
next year.

Brillantes had said the office would be headed by a director and was
expected to attend to the needs of the many Filipinos living and working in
Sabah.

The setting up of the office was announced by Philippine President
@ oria Macapagal Arroyo during her first official visit to Ml aysia
recently.

On the 10 percent salary increase for Sabah civil servants, Chong said
the state cabi net had asked Finance M nister Datuk Miusa Aman to get
additional information on the nmatter fromthe Federal Governnment before a
deci si on coul d be nade.

"We need to study the financial inplications (of the increase) as Sabah
has the nost nunber of civil servants," he said.

He said Sarawak had not nore than 20,000 state civil servants while
Sabah had about 37,000 civil servants.

Last Friday Prine Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad announced a 10 percent salary increase and a half nmonth bonus or a
m ni mum of RML, 000 to be paid this nonth and next nmonth for civil servants.

Musa had said the Sabah CGovernment woul d consider enul ating the Federa
CGovernnment's nove to grant a 10 percent salary increase and hal f-nmonth
bonus for civil servants.
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