21 MAY 2001
Ummo- Chi nese
CHONG M NG | S SABAH UMNO S EARLY- Bl RD CHI NESE MEMBER

KOTA KI NABALU, May 21 (Bernanmm) -- Tan Chong Mng is one person who is
under st andably oblivious to the excitenment generated by yesterday's
announcenent by the Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that Umo is relaxing its rules to let the Chinese in
Sabah to join it.

This is because, Tan, 47, is already a card-carrying Umo nenber soon
after the virtually Ml ay-based party from Peni nsul ar Mal aysia spread its
wi ngs to Sabah a decade ago.

Tan told Bernama today that he was a foundi ng menber of the Kimanis
Umo divi sion which has since been renaned Beaufort division

Refl ecting on his enbrace of Umo, Tan said:"l applied to join the
party because | was fascinated by its ideals and political culture.
"I was accepted and till today I amstill an Umo nenber."

H s menbershi p nunmber is 0009363, said the self-enployed who was born
in Kual a Penyu and a del egate to the Beaufort Ummo divisional neeting |ast
nont h.

Umo spread its wings to Sabah in February 1991 several nonths after
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), which led the ruling Barisan Nasional in the
state then, chose to | eave the coalition

The Umo | eadership decided then that all Bum putera in Sabah
regardl ess of their ethnic and religious backgrounds, could join the party.

Asked how his other Umo col |l eagues treated him Tan said: "They accept
me well and | have no problemmxing with themand in turn | could al so
play ny part for the party."

Dr Mahathir's announcenent all ow ng the Chinese in Sabah to join Umo
foll owed the dissolution of Parti Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar) yesterday
and the acceptance of Akar nenbers, including the Chinese, into Umo.

Tan said as a foundi ng Chi nese nenber of Umo in Sabah, he not only
wel coned the prinme mnister's announcenent but al so urged the Chinese in
the state to make the nost of Umo's openness to consolidate inter-racial
unity.
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