27 MAR 2001
Chong- Cat h
CHONG SWORN | N AS SABAH S NEW CM

KOTA KI NABALU, March 27 (Bernama) -- Parti Liberal Denokratik (LDP)
presi dent Datuk Chong Kah Kiat today took his oath of office as Sabah's new
Chief Mnister before the Yang D pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai at |stana
Negeri here.

H gh Court Judge Datuk Charles Ho w tnessed the swearing-in.

Chong, 53, representing the Chinese conmunity, succeeded Datuk Osu
Sukam upon expiry of OGsu's two-year tenure under Sabah's rotating chief
m ni st er shi p.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad announced Chong's
appoi nt nrent on March 16.

Chong, who is the state assenblyman for Kudat, will |ater name his
Cabinet line up and the state mnisters are scheduled to be sworn in at 2pm
today at the same venue.

Born in Kudat, north of Sabah on June 2, 1948, Chong is the only | eader
fromthe days of the Berjaya governnent who managed to survive the vagaries
of Sabah politics and finally succeeded to return to the hel mof the
gover nnent .

The | aw graduate fromthe Victoria University, New Zeal and, first
becanme active in politics when he contested and won the Kudat state seat in
the 1981 Sabah el ecti on.

He was then appointed assistant mnister to the Chief Mnister in 1982
and held the position until he lost to the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)
candi date in the state elections of 1985 and 1986.

Chong and several other |eaders then formed LDP in 1989 and becane
president of the party two years |ater.

He did not contest in the 1994 state election but in 1995 he was
appoi nted senator and later mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

He however resigned fromthe Federal cabinet in March 1999 to contest
the Kudat state seat in the Sabah election that year and managed to regain
the seat.

LDP, the ol dest conponent party of the Barisan Nasional in Sabah, has
two out of the 54 state |egislative seats and one Parlianent seat in
Sandakan.

Before this appointment, Chong was the M nister of Tourism Devel opnment,
Envi ronnent, Sci ence and Technology. He is the 12th Chief M nister of
Sabah.

Al so present at the swearing in cerenmony was the forner Chief Mnister
Dat uk Gsu Sukam and nenbers of the former cabinet and | eaders of state
conponent parties of Barisan Nasional.
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