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CHUA JU MENG AND NI NE OTHERS QUESTI ON NANYANG DEAL

By: Al an Ting

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernama) -- The controversial proposed takeover
of two maj or Chinese newspapers by the MCA's investnent armtook another
twi st today with party vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng questioning the
nmove and nine other |eaders asking the party to review the RVR30 mllion
deal .

In a hand-witten statement issued here upon his return from attendi ng
a Wrld Health Ogaisation (WHO neeting in Geneva, Chua said that no
political party or the MCA could afford to have a "large gap between its
perception and that of the community it represents”.

"I have been follow ng the events of this controversy from abroad and
obt ai ni ng feedback fromthe community and its | eaders. The gap is now big
and growing and as a party leader, | feel this is disturbing," said Chua,
who is the Health M nister.

In recent weeks, the MCA's proposed acquisition of Nanyang Si ang Pau
and Chi na Press has been greeted by protests and concern from several
Chi nese associ ations, non-governnmental organisations and a nunber of
enpl oyees of the two dailies.

They fear that the sale of the two newspapers to Huaren Hol di ngs by the
publ i sher, Nanyang Press Hol dings Bhd, will curb press freedomof the two
dailies.

The protests came despite an assurance by MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik that the takeover was purely a comercial deal and his
statenment that the party did not interfere in the running of The Star,

Mal aysi a's | argest-selling English newspaper, which is al so owned by Huaren
Hol di ngs.

Nanyang Press Hol di ngs yesterday announced that it had accepted a RWV30
mllion cash offer by Huaren and the deal woul d be signed on Thursday.

Chua said no political party should ignore or reject consciously the
views and opinions of the majority of the community it represented.

"I love the MCA, | love the Barisan Nasional and | truly appreciate the
Chi nese community which in the last two general elections strongly
supported us. Do we now ignore their views, do we wish to risk an erosion
of their support?" he said

"What we do today as trustees and sharehol ders of Huaren, as central
conmittee menbers, will be judged by the Chinese community in the next
general el ection. Renenber that we hold our position today as trustees for
the party, the community and the nation," he said in the strongly-worded
st at enent .

Chua al so said that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and
his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, had clearly stated it was
entirely up to the MCA | eaders, trustees and sharehol ders of Huaren to make
their own deci sion.

Dr Mahathir had said yesterday that he was adopting a hands-off policy
over the matter and that he neither supported or objected to the deal.

Chua al so expressed his displeasure over the fact that no neeting had
been held to discuss the deal although he is one of the four trustees and a
shar ehol der of Huaren Hol di ngs.

"Yet 1'mtold that an agreenent has been entered into with Hune
I ndustries, the owner of Nanyang Press by certain persons purporting to
represent Huaren and that they had paid 10 per cent of the purchase price,"
he said.



Chua al so questioned the decision reached at the party's energency
presidential council neeting | ast Monday that The Star Publication was to
t ake over Nanyang Press, saying that it was not The Star, but Huaren that
was now taki ng over Nanyang Press.

He questioned the propriety of calling for the central conmttee
nmeeting tonorrow when a neeting of the trustees and sharehol ders shoul d
have been called first to consider the feasibility report of the proposed
t akeover.

Chua said he did not know the cash reserve of Huaren and whet her Huaren
could pay the full purchase price.

Questioning the urgency to take over the Nanyang Press he rem nded the
people of the bitter I esson in the 1980's when the Chi nese comunity | ost
Mul ti - Purpose Hol di ngs, then considered an economic enpire and jewel of the
Mal aysi an Chi nese.

He also referred to the now defunct "Tong Bao" newspaper which he said
col | apsed because the Chinese ceased to support it and asked what woul d
happen to Huaren's investnent if the current Chinese readershi p abandoned
Nanyang Press.

Meanwhi |l e, a group of MCA el ected representatives conprising two MPs
and seven state assenblynmen called on the party to reconsider its decision
to buy the two newspapers.

They are Serdang MP Dat uk Yap Pian Hon, Bentong MP Liow Tiong Lai and
state assenbl ynen Hoh Khai Min, Fong Koong Fuee, Chan Choon Fah, Chan Kam
Dr Ho Wai Cheong, Datuk Lee Chee Leong and Loh Yoon Foo

"In view that the party's action in this matter will cause tension
between the party and the Chinese conmunity, we hope that the party wll
react positively to this objection,” they said in a joint statement.

They said that if the MCA did not reconsider the matter, the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) and the party would face stiff challenge in the next genera
el ection.

DAP chairman LimKit Siang said the renmoval of several executives and
editorial heads of Nanyang Siang Pau and China Press follow ng the
announcenent of the deal showed that the takeover was politically-notivated
and not a pure business deal as clainmed by Dr Ling.

"If the MCA takeover is a pure business deal, the proper first thing
t he new owner woul d have done would be to give an assurance to the staff of
the two newspapers that not a single job would be term nated, so |ong as
they continue to serve the newspapers loyally as in the past,” he said in a
statenent here.
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