07 FEB 2001
Sabah- Rot ati on
Cl NTANUSA SENDS MEMORANDUM FOR ABCOLI TI ON OF ROTATI ON SYSTEM

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- An action conmttee -- Kunpulan Belia
Penci nta Nusa (G ntanusa) -- today decided to send a nmenmorandumto the Yang
Di pertua Negeri, Tun Sakaran Dandai, to demand for the abolition of the
rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's port.

Zul kar nai n Mahdar, chairman of G ntanusa, a youth pressure group, said
t he ei ght-page nmenorandum woul d be submtted to Sakaran on Friday, at the
| at est.

A simlar nmenorandum woul d al so be handed to Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad during his visit to the state scheduled to begin on
Sunday, he said at a press conference today.

"Based on the feedback received so far, the magjority of Sabahans reject
the rotation systemfor the post of Chief Mnister," he said.

In addition, the action conmttee would [ aunch a canpaign to obtain the
signatures of the people throughout the state to seek their support, he
sai d.

"Qur target is to get at |east 150,000 signatures fromthe people
bet ween now until March," he said.

Zul karnain said the nove was initiated follow ng the recent statenent
by Dr Mahathir that he was still thinking whether the rotation system woul d
be continued or otherw se.

"This gives the people of Sabah an opportunity to state their stand and
we hope it could be denonstrated through their signatures as a sign of
support,” he said.

Zul karnain al so outlined the reasons supporting the commttee's denmand.
Among t hem are:

+ The political situation nowis not conducive to the rotation system
for the Chief Mnister's post. If the | eaders and peopl e of Sabah keep
tal ki ng about the rotation system not nmuch devel opnment can be achi eved.
This is not only because the termis too short, the system has al so becone
the focus or has attracted the attention of |eaders and the peopl e which
affected the snooth running of the state adm nistration

* The reason given for maintaining the rotation systemwas nerely
political and not related to the econony. Businessmen and entrepreneurs who
yearn for economic stability were affected because too nuch attention was
being given to politics and the question of "Wio will be the next Chief
M ni ster."”

* Every tinme there is a change of Chief Mnister, there would certainly
be a change in the cabinet, change of portfolios, government officers and
those in the governnent agencies. This would certainly affect the
i npl enent ati on of what ever devel opnent programes pl anned. The victins and
target of such changes woul d be the people in the state.

Zul karnain said even if the nmenorandum of the action committee was
rejected, they would respect the decision of the Prime Mnister including
the extension of the rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's post.

The rotation system had been i npl enented since the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) took over the |eadership of the state adm nistration in March 1994.

The system enabl es the | eaders of the three main ethnic groups
-- Muslim Bum puteras, Chinese and non-Mislim Bum puteras -- to be
appoi nted Chief Mnister on a rotation basis, each for a two-year term

Lately, however, several groups in Sabah felt that it was tinme that the
systemwas reviewed to assess whether it should be continued or abolished.



The Chief Mnister's post is being held by Datuk Osu Sukam who
represents the Mislim Bum puteras, and if the systemis maintained, he only
has two nore nonths in office.

* Every time there is a change of Chief Mnister, there would certainly
be a change in the cabinet, change of portfolios, government officers and
those in the governnent agencies. This would certainly affect the
i npl enent ati on of what ever devel opnent programes pl anned. The victins and
target of such changes woul d be the people in the state.

Zul karnain said even if the nmenorandum of the action conmmittee was
rejected, they would respect the decision of the Prime Mnister including
the extension of the rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's post.

The rotation system had been i npl enented since the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) took over the |eadership of the state adm nistration in March 1994.

The system enabl es the | eaders of the three main ethnic groups
-- Muslim Bum puteras, Chinese and non-Mislim Bum puteras -- to be
appoi nted Chief Mnister on a rotation basis, each for a two-year term

Lately, however, several groups in Sabah felt that it was tinme that the
system was reviewed to assess whether it should be continued or abolished.

The Chief Mnister's post is being held by Datuk Osu Sukam who
represents the Mislim Bum puteras, and if the systemis maintained, he only
has two nore nonths in office.
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