09/ 10/ 2001

Cvil servants have to sign agreenent

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Cabi net has made it conpul sory for civil
servants, lecturers, and undergraduates to sign an agreenent (akujanji)
with the Governnent after learning there were those who did not abide by
the General O ders.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said the agreenent woul d
hel p civil servants to be nore responsible.

"We have learnt that there are those who did not abide by the Genera
Orders," he said at the Parlianent |obby today.

He was asked to comment on a report today that nore than 950, 000 civil
servants, |ecturers and undergraduates woul d have to sign the agreenent
after Cabinet approved it | ast Wednesday.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
sai d yesterday the agreement was to ensure that all civil servants were
nore responsi bl e and professional in carrying out their duties.

He said it was al so neant to deter themfromparticipating in negative
activities.

The agreenent was proposed only for |ecturers and undergraduates to
ensure they were not involved in attenpts to poison the mnds of other
student s agai nst the Governnent.

However, Dr Mahathir said there would be no anendnents to the
Uni versities and University Coll eges Act and that the agreenent would only
be enforced t hrough normal regul ati ons.
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