25/ 11/ 2001

Clear, fuss-free access with new radi o system

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - The introduction of the Wrl dSpace digital audio
broadcasting systemw ||l allow Ml aysi ans to access clear and fuss-free
radio transmissions fromall over the world via portable recei-vers.

The satellite-based system which presently offers 24 radi o channel s
such as CNN, Bl oonmberg and BBC, was | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at his office here today.

The service is provided by Asi aSpace Dotcom Sdn Bhd, the sole |icensee
to provide access to the Wrl dSpace systemin Ml aysi a.

The system promi ses clear and uninterrupted radi o transm ssion via the
Asi aStar satellite, one of three satellites in Wrl dSpaces' network of
satellites providing coverage to nore than 5.2 billion people worl dw de

The audi o programes are broadcast directly, on a single frequency, to
conpact and portabl e recei vers which can be bought froml oca
di stributors.

Asi aSpace director Abdul Ghani Abdull ah said the service will be
avai | abl e begi nni ng t oday.

"The difference between the systemand existing satellite radio is that
it operates on a single frequency in any part of the country.

"We wel come distributors to mar-ket these receivers and will assist them
in matters of inport and tax-es."

Asi aSpace is currently in discussions with one of the major retail ers of
el ectronic products in the country to distribute the receivers, and Abdu
Ghani anticipates sales to begin early next year.

Currently there are six receivers in the market, manufactured in
countries such as Thail and, Korea and I ndi a.

The prices range fromaround RM50- RMR80 for the nost affordabl e nodel,
a Hitachi, to about RMBOO for a Panasonic. Users only need to buy the
receiver.

The service is free and there is no subscription rate.

Asi aSpace holds its own uplink Iicence which enables it to uplink and
downl i nk radi o programes via satellite, providing the opportunity for
radio content providers to distribute their programmes to other countries.

Wor | dSpace (Asia) chairman Richard E. Butler said Wrl dSpace i s working
on a radio receiver for use in cars which would provide real-ti ne news and
traffic information.
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