18/ 07/ 2001

Col | ege head pays tribute to Dr Mahathir

MALACCA, Tues. - The setting up of the Mel aka- Mani pal Medical College is a
mani festation of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's efforts
to pronote Sout h- Sout h co-operati on.

Presi dent and Chancel | or of Mani pal Acadeny of Hi gher Learning Dr Randas
M Pai said today Dr Mahathir's vision for social devel opment had inspired
many to acconli sh new heights in educati on.

He al so | auded Dr Mahathir's vision and statesmanshi p which call for
greater efforts to pursue the tasks of social upliftnment and nation
bui | di ng.

"The i nauguration today is the cul mnation of a |long journey which began
in 1993 with the signing of an agreenent in New Del hi between Dr Mhathir
and then Indian Prine Mnister Shri PV Narasi nha Rao," he added.

He said this during the inauguration of the MVWC at its canpus in Bukit
Baru t oday.

Built at a cost of about RMbO million, the MMMC i s owned and managed by
JVMC Sdn Bhd, a joint venture conpany w th Yayasan Mel aka Education, MEMG
International and the | ate Datuk K. Pathnmanaban as its partners.

The college offers a twi nning MBBS programme including 2 1/2 years of
pre-clinical training in at the International Centre for Health Sciences
foll owed by three years of clinical teaching and training at the Ml acca,
Muar Hospital s.

In his speech, Pai al so announced the nam ng of the college's auditorium
as the Datuk K. Pathmanaban Hall, in nenory of the late forner deputy
mnister's role in the setting up of the college.

He said the Mani pal Acadeny of Hi gher Education will also endow a Gold
Medal in his name to be awarded annually to its best outgoing student.
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