11 JUL 2001
MeKi nnon- CHOGM
COVMONVEALTH SEC- GEN CALLS ON DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, July 11 (Bernamm) -- Visiting Comobnweal th Secretary-Ceneral
Donal d McKinnon called on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at
his office here, today.

During their 40-m nute di scussion, MKinnon briefed Dr Mahathir on the
preparations for the Conmonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGW) to be
held in Brisbane, Australia, fromQOct 6 to 9 this year.

Speaki ng at a news conference |ater, MKi nnon said he and Dr Mhat hir
touched on sone of the issues that would be raised at the biennial
gat heri ng.

"He (Dr Mahathir) is very much conscious of the devel oping countries
which we are focused on. W didn't talk too nuch about the issues that wll
be brought up at the neeting but we tal ked generally about them" he said.

He said CHOGM was an inportant occasion for Commonweal t h | eaders,
particularly those fromsnmall countries, to engage in dialogue with other
| eaders.

"Most |eaders in the Commonwealth are of course fromthe devel opi ng
copuntries. Many are facing the sanme problens," he said.

He said sone of the issues that would feature during the Bri sbhane CHOGM
were the inpact of globalisation and trade.

McKi nnon's visit to Malaysia is part of his tour of several
Commonweal th countries to consult on the preparations for the neeting of
| eaders of former British col onies.
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