14 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - PPRT
CONDUCT THOROUGH STUDY BEFORE MAKI NG COVMENTS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday advised all parties to conduct a thorough study on the
al  eged m sappropriation of the allocation under the Devel opment Programme
for the Hardcore Poor (PPRT) before making any comments or junping to
concl usi on.

He said that at this juncture, it was still not clear whether or not
the PPRT all ocati on had been m sappropri at ed.

"W cannot prejudge anything. W need to know t he background of what
actual |y happened to the PPRT allocation,” he told reporters at the
Deepaval i open house of MC president and Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu here.

Dr Mahathir said that action would only be taken when there was
i ncrimnating evidence agai nst those invol ved.

"Only if there are incrimnating evidence will action be taken but we
cannot take action before we could determ ne how they are inplicated,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir was conmenting on press reports on allegation of
m sappropriation of PPRT allocation by two conpani es handl i ng PPRT projects
i n Kel antan and Ter engganu.

The case was widely reported after it was exposed by Rural Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Azm Khalid recently.

According to Azm, two police reports had been | odged fol |l owi ng
detection of mal practices involving investrment of some RVMO million in the
i npl enent ati on of PPRT projects.

Yesterday, forner Rural Devel opnment M nister Datuk Annuar Misa told a
news conference that stern action should be taken agai nst those involved in
the al |l eged m sappropriation.

He al so said that there was sonme confusion over the case as reported by
t he nedi a.

I nspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai neanwhile said yesterday
that police investigation was focused on whether crimnal breach of trust
or cheating had been committed and identifying those involved in the case.
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