25 FEB 2001

CONFI RM | F CABI NET HAS MADE BREAKTHOUGH ON CHI NESE EDUCATI ON, SAYS DAP

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- DAP chairman LimKit Siang said today
that confirmation should be forthconm ng from MCA President Datuk Seri Dr
Li ng Liong on whet her a breakthrough decision on the building of nore
Chi nese primary schools was nmade at | ast week's Cabi net neeting.

He said all major Chinese newspapers reported on Thursday, quoting an
MCA m ni ster as having said, that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir had
agreed at | ast Wednesday's cabinet neeting that the government should build
nore Chinese primary schools to nmeet the demand for Chi nese educati on.

"But Ling has nothing to say about such a "historic breakthrough for
the future of Chinese education", raising the question as to whether such a
"hi storic breakthrough” actually took place at the | ast Cabinet neeting,"”
he said in a statenent here.

Li mwas conmenting on the assurance given by Lin yesterday that all
pl edges made during the 1999 general elections for Chinese education,

i ncluding the building of new schools and rel ocati on of Chinese primary
schools, will be fulfilled.

Meanwhil e in a separate statenment, DAP secretary general Kerk Ki m Hock
said that the party has appointed its Cheras MP Tan Kok Wai to head the
"Def end Mot her Tongue Education Committee".

The conmittee will organise a series of conferences and sem nars to
establish a consensus on a "New Deal for Mdther Tongue Education in the
Ei ght Mal aysia Pl an".
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