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CONFUSI ON BLAMED FOR CONTROVERSY OVER VACANT BUM PUTERA VARSI TY SEATS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- The issue over nore than 7,000
unfilled Bum putera quota seats in public universities arose due to
confusion and the delay in the Education Mnistry explaining the true
situation owing to the | ong weekend holidays, Education Mnister Tan Sri
Musa Moharmad sai d today.

He said the reported figure of 7,168 unfilled Bum putera seats did not
exist as it was erroneously reported by the nmedia arising froma confusion
on the student intake target through the public universities joint
sel ection neeting.

"The target was 38,000 places (for the 2001/ 2002 acadenic year) and the
i ntake through the joint selection was 30,832 students. The difference of
7,186 places have been thought to be vacancies,” he said in explaining the
i ssue at the Dewan Rakyat today.

The expl anati on was gi ven under Standing Orders 14 (1)(I) follow ng the
May 3 newspaper report which stated that there were 7,186 vacant places
under the Bum putera quota in public universities as they were not taken up
by Bumi putera students.

Earlier, Speaker Tun Mhaned Zahir Ismail told the House that he had
rejected a notion dated May 4 by Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka) to discuss
the issue in yesterday's sitting of the Dewan Rakyat because the Education
M nistry planned to give an explanation on the actual situation

Musa said the intake figure did not include the 8,365 matricul ation
students taken in before the joint selection

Based on the figure, the total intake was 39,197 students, up 1,197
students fromthe initial target, he said.

Speaking to reporters later at the Parlianment |obby, Misa said his
mnistry was late in clearing the confusion as |ast Saturday, being the
first Saturday of the nonth was a holiday, followed by Sunday and Wesak Day
public holiday.

He said the Hi gher Education Departnent Director, Prof Dr Hassan Said,
had planned to call for a nedia conference on Saturday but Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had nade a statenent on the issue.

He said his mnistry did not want to i ssue a statement before
explaining the matter to Dr Mahathir first.

"Hence, the appropriate day was yesterday (Tuesday)," he said.

Misa said the issue should be considered resolved and should not be
di sputed anynore followi ng the explanation by himand Dr Hassan

He, however, said the problem of high achievers not being able to enter
public universities cannot be avoided as |ong as the universities could not
take in all of them

"I think this polemic will recur. But if they understand, they should
not worry as there are nmany other ways, including pursuing their studies in
col | eges, polytechnics and private universities.

"The government is providing study |oans through the National H gher
Educati on Fund Corporation for those studying in private universities," he
sai d.

Asked to comment on the fate of 340 of the 500 SPM students with
excel l ent results who have not been offered places in government
uni versities, Misa said the students woul d be guaranteed a place to proceed
to Form Six.

He, however, said the ministry would give special consideration to 160



students who scored 10As and nore in SPMto enter public universities.
- - BERNAMA
NM HS RON TS



	CONFUSION BLAMED FOR CONTROVERSY OVER VACANT BUMIPUTERA VARSITY SEATS (Bernama 09/05/2001)
	Untitled

