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CONSTI TUTI ON AND LAW UNCHANGED DESPI TE | SLAM C NATI ON STATUS, SAYS DPM

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 24 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today reiterated that the federal constitution and
the I aw of the country remain unchanged despite Mal aysia's Islamc nation
st at us.

He gave an assurance that the statenment by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad that Malaysia is an Islam c country would not lead to
anendments being initiated to the federal constitution and the |aw of the
country.

He said that the Prine Mnister was not nmaking a statenent of intent,
i ndi cating that the governnent intended to turn Malaysia into an Islamc
country.

"He was nerely stating that there definitely exist a situation in the
country whereby it can be regarded as an Islamc country. It is a statenent
of fact of the reality that exist,"” he said when opening the 12th Li bera
Denocratic Party (LDP) congress here.

Abdul | ah said that the people in the country were free to practise
their religions.

The statenment by the Prine Mnister, he said, would not affect the
freedom of worship |ong enjoyed by the country's multi-ethnic and
mutli-religious society.

Abdul | ah expressed the hope that LDP nenbers woul d accept the statenent
made by the Prine Mnister without fear or concern

The Deputy Prine Mnister also said that the success of the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) in retaining power in the 1999 state el ection had restored
the confidence and attracted foreign investors to the state.

He said that the BN state government must prove its capability to
develop the state even in the wake of the econom c sl owdown.

"If strong unity exist within the party it will help resol ve what ever
probl ens faced by the country and affecting the econony,” he said.

The federal governnent, he said, should be able to avoid a recession
even though the economic growth in the third quarter was below 1 per cent.

Abdul | ah said that even in the mdst of the gl obal economc
uncertainty, the governnent had taken into account the welfare of the
peopl e especially those in the rural areas.

"The government gives very serious attention to the well-being of the
peopl e and strives to ensure that they do not suffer as a result of the
prevailing econom c situation," he said.

This was proven by the largest allocation made for rural devel opment in
Budget 2002, he added.

Earlier, LDP president Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said that Sabah's econony
must undergo structural reforms in line with the national goals on
devel opnent.

He said the state needs to intensify its agricultural devel opnent and
food production to acconplish the national objective.

The poverty rate of the state nust be brought down to an acceptable
| evel through neani ngful rural devel opnent and poverty eradication
programmes, he said.

"Infrastructure and utilities require urgent upgradi ng and i nprovenent
to neet the people's basic needs,” said Chong who is al so Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster.

In addition, Sabah needs foreign investnents for steady econom c growth



and it continues to rely on foreign workforce which had caused the state
some serious problem he said.

In this matter, the LDP has an inportant role to play in hel ping the
government to overcone econonmic difficulties by educating the masses,
particularly the Chinese community on the significance of the state
government's war on tinber theft, fish-bonbing and snmuggling of illega
m grants syndicate, said Chong.

He al so said the state government recently decl ared war on wastage of
public funds.

"Law and order, transparency in the public adm nistration, prudent
financi al managenent and judicious use of the state's resources are
essential to attract foreign investnent," he said.

Chong gave his assurance that the governnent was prepared to accept
constructive criticisnms on the adm nistration of the state.

"I assure you that the government will take renedial neasures to w pe
out any unheal thy practices," he said.
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