20/ 04/ 2001
Consul ate cl osed followi ng fears of denonstrations

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Jal i na Joheng; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - The CGovernnent has tenporarily closed its consul ate
in Pontianak and evacuated 13 staff and famly nmenbers after fears of
denmonstrations over alleged ill-treatnment of an Indonesian in Sarawak.

Fol I owi ng the cl osure | ast Tuesday, three staff have been left behind to
nmoni t or devel opnents.

A Foreign Mnistry spokesman said the consulate will remain closed until
further notice.

The nove was deenmed necessary follow ng advice fromsecurity authorities
in West Kal i mant an.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad was confi dent that
I ndonesi an aut horities would ensure the safety of consulate staff.

"I feel that they will be taken care of," he said after attending the
Young African Leadership and Intellectual Dialogue: Dr Mahathir's
Perspective On the Role of the New Generation in Devel opi ng Countri es.

The denpnstrati ons were expected following a report, believed to be
publ i shed in an I ndonesian daily, stating that an |Indonesian involved in a
court case in Sarawak was allegedly ill-treated by authorities.

Ponti anak has cone under international nmedia focus foll ow ng bl oody
et hni ¢ vi ol ence whi ch erupted between Dayak tribesnen and Madurese
recently.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the evacuation
foll owed possible threats to the safety of staff and fam |y nmenbers.

"Thi s move was deci ded as Kalimantan authorities disclosed that there
may be particul ar groups planning to hold denonstrations at the consul ate.
"W view the advice very seriously as prior to this, eight cars and a
bus ferrying Mal aysi ans were tenporarily detained while journeying to

Ponti anak, " he told a Press conference at the Parlianment | obby.

El aborating on the evacuation, Syed Hamid said nine fanm |y nenbers were
taken to Kuching, while four others were sent here.

Descri bing the situation to be under control, Syed Hanmi d said the nove
to evacuate fam |y menbers was a precauti onary neasure.

"Wsma Putra is monitoring the situation and will take neasures to
ensure safety of our people there."

Mal aysi a consul in Pontianak, Ismail Salam who is one of three staff
| eft behind, confirmed the closure of the consul ate.

The evacuation took place just after dawn today when a Royal Ml aysi an
Air Force C130 transporter took off fromits airbase in Subang.

Fl own by Kol Azizul Arif Abdul Ghani and assisted by Kapt Aznol Adly
Adnan, the aircraft touched down in Pontianak about two hours |later.

The 13 who boarded the aircraft were the Consulate's officers' w ves and
children, a staff of the consulate and an | ndonesi an nai d.

Ni ne of themgot off when the aircraft |anded at the Kuching
International Airport, while the remaining four continued their journey to
RMAF Subang.

The four were the consul ate's admi ni strative assi stant Rodzi ah ldris,
Zarinah Ahnmad Nordin (wife of Assistant Consul Mohd Ni zam Rami who has
remai ned behind), their daughter Norhidayah and maid Yayuk Yuliana.

I n Kuchi ng, bus conpani es plying the Kuchi ng-Pontianak route have been
directed to cease operations tenporarily.

The directive was issued by the State Immigration departnment today.

On Aug 31 | ast year, a nob of about 30 nmen and women hurled rotten eggs,



filthy drain water and stones at the consul ate.

They snmashed several w ndow panes of the consul ate and damaged the guard
house.

About four days earlier, an explosive device was hurled into the
compound of the Ml aysi an Enbassy in Jakarta. No one was injured in the
i ncident. Biaramas Express Sdn Bhd manager Henry Lai said the conpany's
deci si on woul d depend on the extent of unrest across the border.

"The conpany may face some problens as sonme passengers who have bought
their tickets a few days back will be stranded here if we cease operations
i nmedi ately," he said.

He sai d the Ponti anak-bound bus, Tebakang Express, began dropping off
passengers up to the Tebedu i nmm gration point, about 90km from Kuchi ng
wi t hout proceedi ng to Pontianak, about nine hours overl and.

The conpany, which operates daily services between the two destinations,
was advi sed by the immgration authorities at the Tebedu i mmigration
m ni conpl ex agai nst going to Pontianak for their own safety.

In one incident, it was reported that a group of Ml aysi ans from Sar awak
travelling to Pontianak were illegally confined and their fanilies asked
to pay for their rel ease.
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