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Af ghani st an- Borrbi ng
CONTI NUED BOVBI NG OF AFGHANI STAN | S MADNESS, SAYS ANALYST

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- The continued bonbing by the United
States in Afghanistan is nadness and has gone well beyond its objective of
striking against terrorism a prom nent Ml aysian mlitary analyst said
t oday.

Abdul Razak Abdul | ah Bagi nda said in the begi nning, the objective of
the U S. canpaign in Afghanistan was to hit at terrorism especially
agai nst OGsama bin Laden as the prime suspect for the Sept 11 attacks in New
Yokr and Washi ngton, and agai nst the Taliban, which it clainmed supports
terrorism

" But now they are hitting at targets which having nothing to do with
terrorismand are no longer inportant,” said Abdul Razak, who joined a
growi ng chorus in Malaysia for the U S. to imediately halt its bonbing on
t he war-ravaged country.

Abdul Razak, who is executive director of Ml aysian Strategi c Research
Centre, a private think-tank on defence, said the U S. was using the sane
strategy in Afghanistan as it did in Iraq during the Gulf War although the
ci rcunstances were vastly different.

" In lraqgq, the Iragi army had sophisticated tank formations, airports
and comuni cati on bunkers but Afghanistan is close to the Stone Age. The
U S. is bonbing and bonmbing until there's no nore targets, in fact it has
run out of targets and that is why they are hitting at civilians, including
children,"” he told Bernanma

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Saturday the U S.
shoul d stop the bonbing in Afghanistan as it was doing nore damage to the
civilians than to the Taliban or to Gsama bin Laden's Al Qaeda novenent.

" As far as | know, there has not been any report confirm ng that any
menbers of the Al Qaeda has been killed in the attacks,"” said Dr Mahathir
am dst reports of the rising toll on civilian casualties after over three
weeks of U.S. air strikes.

" The canpai gn has now becone nore dangerous with the Americans hitting
civilian targets. The line is getting thinner and thinner. It was already
thin in the first place in terns of mlitary targets or conbatant hits as
maj or targets in the canpaign," Abdul Razak added

And he said: " The U S. has nothing else to hit and I think the
Ameri cans have gone bonkers".

The anal yst said fromhis own know edge of Afghani stan, the country had
no nmore infrastructure left fromnearly a nmonth of incessant bomnbi ngs and
what ever infrastructure it had were very anti quat ed.

" The nearly one nonth of bonbings neans hundreds of thousands of
targets have been hit in Afghanistan, which has very little arnmoured forces
or formations.

" You cannot hit at terrorismusing conventional nethods. It is just
not there. Say after two nonths, the bonbings cease, but then another
attack such as the one seen in New York were to happen again, so what have
your two nmonths of bonbi ngs achi eved?", he asked.

Descri bi ng the bonbi ng of Afghani stan as "the Americans' unbridled
arrogance", Abdul Razak said in the @ulf VWar in 1990, the Iraqis had
sophi sticated arned forces with very powerful conmand and contr ol
conmuni cations intelligence (CCCl) but Afghnistan did not have much.

" The Tali ban does not have a sophisticated arny. If fact its arny is
antiquated. They do not have a CCCl. What they have are tents".



Abdul Razak al so said he was appalled at this year's Nobel Peace Prize
bei ng awarded to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the United
Nations itself when the U N had done practically nothing to stop the war
i n Af ghani st an

" The world body has not done anything to stop the war in Afghanistan
and the innocent people are being killed. The U N Security Council has not
even been convened. To nme the Nobel Peace Prize has gone to the gutter,”
Abdul Razak said

He said the U S. now no | onger had any noral ground to stand on as its
canpai gn in Afghani stan had triggered off what could well be the biggest
human tragedy in history with mllions of fleeing Afghans facing starvation
especially with winter just round the corner

" We are now on the verge of w tnessing the worst human tragedy
unfol ding in Afghanistan and the world is watching hel pl essly.

" And this is perpetrated by the U S. which clainms to be the chanpions
of denocracy, humanity and human rights. The Anerican nust be j oki ng.

" The worst thing is that the US clainms to be chanpions for denocracy
and human rights. It has no nore noral ground to stand on fromnow, " said
Abdul Razak.
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