12/ 06/ 2001
Contracts for Bakun coffer damproject yet to be finalised

Hami sah Hami d
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says t he Gover nnent has yet
to finalise the contracts for the Bakun hydro-electric damproject but it
wi Il be made as soon as possible

The Governnent, he said, will consider any bids as long as they are
conpetitive

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on a newspaper report that Sarawak
tycoon Tan Sri Ting Pek Khiing had secured a RM200 mi | lion contract to
buil d the Bakun coffer damproject through his conpany G obal Uphill Sdn
Bhd.

d obal Uphill is said to have nmade the | owest bid anong the three ot her
bi dders, nanely Loh & Loh Corp Bhd, Hock Seng Lee Bhd and Cahaya Mat a
Sar awak Bhd.

"Anybody who nmakes a good offer deserves to have it. | don't want to
di scri m nat e agai nst anybody si nply because he is a controversial figure.
"Even when he wants to do sonet hi ng honest, we say no... that is not

fair," he told reporters after | aunching the book on Petronas entitled "A
Vi sion Real i sed: The Transformati on of the Nati onal G| Corporation" in
Kual a Lumpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will eval uate the bidders for the Bakun
proj ect based on their perfornances and not on their histories.

"I'f the person does sonething wong, we will take action.

"But if the person does not do anything wong and just wants to do

sonething that is beneficial to us, | think we shoul d eval uate on
performance and not on the history," he noted.
The Bakun coffer damproject is part of the RV billion project that was

revi ved after being shel ved foll owi ng t he regi onal econoni ¢ downt urn
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