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COOPERATE CLOSELY, PCOLICY MAKERS, | MPLEMENTORS AND SCI ENTI STS TOLD

PETALI NG JAYA, May 14 (Bernamm) -- Policy makers, inplenmentors and
scientists involved in the country's agriculture industry need to work
closely to reduce the huge food inport bill and nake Ml aysia a maj or food

producer in the region, Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Effendi Norwawi said
t oday.

He said that the tinme had cone for policy makers, inplenmentors and
scientists involved in food production to forge closer working ties as this
woul d ensure policies were being made according to the needs of the nation

"Wth the close working relationship between the three categories, the
agriculture industry will experience a boomwhere scientists will be able
to identify the areas which need strong national policies and obtain
maxi mum out put fromthe industry,” he told reporters after opening the 11th
scientific neeting and the 12th annual general neeting of the Ml aysian
Society for Ml ecul ar Biol ogy and Bi ot echnol ogy here.

"We (the three categories) should not be driven in three different
directions...there should be sonme structural nechani snms where the three
could come and work together for betterment of the industry and the
nation," he said.

Ef f endi suggested that they hold regul ar dial ogues fromtinme to tine,
at |least once every six nonths, to attain a closer working relationship to
catch up on the latest in the industry and di scoveries.

The country | ast year inported RMLO billion in food-related itens while
it is estimated that the figure will reach RML3 billion for this year

"I'f we are successful in working closely with one another, then in the
next five years we should be able to match exports with inports of our food
bill...and becone a prom nent food producer in 10 years," Effendi said.

He said the creation of bio-valley, announced by the Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad while tabling the country's Third Qutline
Perspective Plan, would al so be a catalyst in naking this a reality.

He al so said the formation of the National Biotechnol ogy Council
consisting of scientists, policy nakers and inplenentors, would be able to
identify crops and commodities that the country could focus.

"We need to get a direction of where our agriculture industry is
headi ng. .. we cannot continue the way we are today," he said.

To a question on herbal nedicines, he said the mnistry was undert aki ng
an audit resource study on the local herbal industry and its narket
potenti al

This audit resource study is being conducted by |ocal as well as
foreign experts here.

"We are very conpetitive in this area and we feel there is a trenendous
market for this area of agriculture,” he added.
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