14 JUN 2001
Counci | - Mahat hi r
COUNCI L WANTS MAHATHI R TO REMAI N AS FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Berama) -- The new y-forned Ml aysian Islanic
Econonmi ¢ Council today called on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to continue
hol di ng the posts of finance mnister and prinme mnister.

Its chairman, senator Datuk Haji Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman said Dr
Mahat hir rmust continue to head the Finance Mnistry, esepcially to ensure
continuity in the inplementation of the Third Qutline Perspective Plan
(OPP3) and the Eighth Mal aysia Plan (8MP).

"Dr Mahathir needs only to appoint a second finance mnister to help
himrun the Finance Mnistry," he told a nedia conference here.

Dr Mahathir took over the post of finance minister follow ng Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n's resignation on June 1.

Abdul Aziz said Dr Mahathir's influence and charisnma as prinme mnister
and finance mnister were al so needed to unite the people of the Islamc
economes in the world to counter the threats of gl obalisation.

"The Mal aysi an |Islam c Econonic Council has resolved that as |ong as
the i ssues on the economc status of the Muslins are not settled, we urge,
pressure and propose that Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad continue to hold
the posts of Malaysian Finance Mnister and Prime Mnister,"” he told a news
conference, here.

The council, established yesterday, is a strategic alliance of six
bodi es conprising the Ml aysian Miuslim Prof essi onal s Congress, Youth
Econoni ¢ Devel opment Foundati on, Ml aysian |Islanm c Students Foundati on,
Wbrren' s Foundation, Islamc Entrepreneurs Foundation and the Legal Studies
Institute.

Abdul Aziz, who is also chairman of the Islam c Entrepreneurs
Foundati on, said the council would officially present its request to Dr
Mahat hir before June 18 and urged other bodies to make sinmlar calls to the
prime mnister.

"We al so urge the delegates to the forthcom ng Umo general assenbly to
table a special notion and pass a resolution calling on Dr Mahathir to
remai n as finance minister,” he said.

He said the council which ained, anbng others, to generate creative and
i nnovati ve ideas to raise the econonmic status of the Muslins in a
mul tiracial society, was preparing a blueprint for several pioneer projects
in the country.

O her Islamc organisations interested in joining the council can
contact the Islamc Entrepreneurs Foundation at No. 14, Jal an Wangsa Setia
4, Wangsa Mel awati, 53300 Setapak, tel: 41436916, fax: 41436351, URL:
http: //ww. | eader sgui de. com
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