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Country still needs Dr Ms | eadership

A J. Surin
JULY 1 this year marked the 20th anniversary of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad as the Prime M nister of Mal aysi a.

Some critics may say that 20 years is a long tinme. However, tinme is
relative if you neasure Dr Mahathir's achi evenments and what he has done
for Malaysia and its citizens.

Firstly, | believe that under his | eadership, Ml aysians have devel oped
a certain pride of being Ml aysian, of being Asian.

Hi s support for excellence in sport, education, business and everything
that we do speaks for itself.

H's call to the Malays at the recent Umo general assenbly to further
devel op thensel ves and to excel can clearly be applied to the other races
as wel |.

Undoubt edl y, when you speak about the achi evenents of Dr Mahat hir, one
cannot | eave out Vision 2020, which is his vision of Ml aysia becom ng a
fully devel oped country by the year 2020. Hi s vision has not only becone
the vision of the Governnent, but it has al so becone the vision of
Mal aysi ans who have enbraced it whol eheartedly.

Vi sion 2020 has been studi ed by many countries, and copi ed by sone
countries which also wish to nove their nations and unite their citizens
behi nd a comon desti ny.

As the saying goes, if you do not know where you're going, how are you
going to get there?

The other mgjor national achievenent that | believe is attributable to
Dr Mahathir is the creation of the Miltimedi a Super Corridor (MSC)

Wth the world noving ever so fast and getting smaller with the advent
of the Internet and e-commerce, it is amazing to think that a person |ike
Dr Mahathir is behind the MsC

Dr Mahathir does not come fromthe 20-sonething to 30-sonet hing age
group whi ch nmake up the bul k of Ml aysians who surf the Internet
regul arly, but he has so quickly understood the inpact of technol ogy on
busi ness and our daily lives so nuch so that he initiated the idea to
earmark the area which we now call the MSC to be the testbed for the
mul ti medi a and the Internet industry.

Not only has he shown dynami smin nation-building and the new econony,
but he has rejuvenated Umo tine and tinme again, the recent being his role
in orchestrating the setting up of Puteri Umo, which is | ed by Azalina
O hman Sai d.

| believe that Umo's initiative to create Puteri Umo shoul d be
enul ated by the other conponent parties of Barisan Nasional, if the
circumstances are right, because the young wonen of Mal aysia today are a
| atent force which can enhance the devel opnent and wel | - bei ng of our
country.

| attended the 10th World Econom c Devel opnent Congress in Kual a Lunpur
recently where Dr Mahathir gave a speech on gl obalisation.

Wil e he was delivering his speech, | couldn't help but smle to nyself
at the liveliness of his speech, and the fact that he was not afraid to
speak out against the evils of globalisation and the "unseen hands" t hat
exploit globalisation for their own benefit.

After the speech, he had a dial ogue session with the audi ence whi ch was
even nore stinulating.

Thi nki ng about it now, it seens remarkable that Dr Mahathir is 76 years



old and yet shows no signs of slow ng down.

He | ooks healthy, is alert and is definitely working hard running the
country for us.

A close friend of mne, who is a senior politician in the Governnent,
once told me how he thought Dr Mahathir does it, that is, how he conpl etes
his gruelling daily schedul e.

My friend s explanation was sinmple: "It is mnd over matter."”

| agree with this totally as age, like tine, is relative. Some people
who are in their forties and fifties consi der thenselves "ol d".

Strangely enough, some of ny contenporaries who are in their thirties
consi der thenmselves "old". They refer to our days in school and coll ege as
"our tinme" or "during our days".

That strikes nme as peculiar because fromwhat | gather, a youth is a
person who is in his/her thirties or below, and the word "youth" has its
origins in the word "young"

Wien | amin ny seventies, | can only hope to be half as active as Dr
Mahat hir. Furthernmore, | viewthe life of Dr Mahathir as one of sacrifice.
Unfortunately, a lot of people do not realise that the | eaders of our
country, including Dr Mahathir, have sacrificed and are sacrificing a | ot

for the country and the citizens.

They only like to hear the critics who have their argunents agai nst
everything that the | eaders do.

Mal aysi ans have to realise that everything the | eaders do cannot be
solely out of self-interest.

If this were so, wouldn't they be voted out of their parties and/or
voted out of their constituencies?

Dr Mahathir works as hard as any of us, if not harder, so why should he
be "disqualified" fromrunning the country just because he has been the
Prime Mnister for 20 years and is in his seventies?

Finally, | hope that Dr Mahathir can continue | eading Mal aysia for as
long as he is able to, because we need this | eader who is dynam ¢ enough
to ensure political stability and racial harnmony in our country of diverse
ethnicities.

Dr Mahathir is a visionary in the adninistration and devel opnent of this
country and unafraid to stand up in the world arena to defend our country
agai nst individuals and entities who are bent on destroying our bel oved
nati on.

Have a great 20th anniversary, Dr Mahathir.
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