18/ 07/ 2001

Country's gold bullion coin | aunched

THE country's gold bullion coin, Kijang Emas, was | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad yesterday, joining only 11 ot her
international gold bullion coins in the global market.

Mal aysia is the 12th country in the world to issue its own gold bullion
coin.

"Cold bullion coins are | egal tender coins whose market price depends on
their gold content rather than on their face value. They are therefore
i nvest nent coins," Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz said
at the Kijang Emas' | aunch in Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said the production of Kijang Emas by the Royal M nt of
Mal aysi a, a Bumi putera conpany, reflects the capability of small- and
nmedi um scal e i ndustries to conpete with international conpanies.

"The production of Kijang Enas is not only to pronote Ml aysia
internationally but also to provide an alternative to the public to invest
and save. Wth the relatively stable gold price, the investnent in Kijang
Emas can hel p i nvestors balance the risks in their other investnents such
as shares," he said.

Ki jang Enmas, whose front design shows a barking deer in its natura
habitat in the local jungle while the reverse features the hibiscus, comes
in three sizes - one ounce, half ounce and a quarter ounce.

The one-ounce Kijang Emas carries a face val ue of RM200, while the half-
ounce coin is RMLOO and RVb0 for the quarter ounce.

The face value is largely synbolic because it is a gold bullion. The
bullion's true val ue depends on its gold content (in Kijang Emas' case it
is 999.9 to a thousand parts of pure gold) and the daily price of gold.

Kijang Emas is i mediately distributed by Ml ayan Banki ng Bhd and
Bum putra Commerce Bank Bhd.
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