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Mahat hi r - Progr ess
COUNTRY' S PROGRESS DUE TO ORDI NARY MALAYSI ANS, SAYS PM

KUCHI NG Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the country's progress is due to the contribution
of ordi nary Mal aysi ans.

He said al though many people credited himfor the country's
devel opnent, it was actually the people who hel ped push his sinple ideas
i nto sophisticated and conpl ex ones.

"For exanple when | proposed to have an air show in Langkawi, which is
meant really for small aircraft, we gave this job to a certain conpany but
they had great ideas by nmaking it the major airshow in the world" he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the opening of 1st Silicon's wafer
fabrication plant at Sama Jaya Free Industrial Zone here on the first day
of his two-day visit to Sarawak.

The US$1.7 billion (RVb.46 billion) wafer fabrication plant is the
first of its kind in the country.

Simlarly, when he suggested that a cycle race be held around Langkaw ,
t he organisers had pronoted the Le Tour De Langkawi as a race covering
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a, Sabah and Sar awak.

"Now it has becone a major world event in cycling," he said of the
successful event which was held in Peninsular Mal aysia | ast week.

Referring to 1st Silicon's wafer fabrication plant, Dr Mahathir said it
is yet another exanple of the "Ml aysia Bol eh"” spirit.

The state-of-the-art plant, situated on 39 hectares of the state's only
hi gh-tech park, currently has a workforce of 600.

It will expand its workforce to 1,000 enpl oyees when t he conmpany's
producti on of 0.18um m cron m cro-chips hits a maxi mum out put of 30,000
waf ers per nonth by next year.

One um (mcron) is one mllionth of a netre and is equivalent to 1/300
of the thickness of a human hair while a wafer is a mrror |ike disk of
silicon onto which conplex circuits such as mcroprocessor chips are built.

Silicon is a natural sem conductor and is the main ingredient of conmon
beach sand.

Dr Mahathir also said a high-tech industry of such nature is usually
not found in devel oping countries but in highly devel oped countries.

He said the whole new era of information technol ogy has not only
enabl ed the people to do all kinds of marvell ous and mracul ous things, at
the press of a button, but also access information fromall over the world.

He commended t he Sarawak governnent for taking the lead in venturing
into this field (wafer fabrication) with Sharp Corporation of Japan as its
mai n partner in technol ogy and wafer supply.

Earlier, Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said Sarawak
is expected to produce its own hone-grown engi neers and technicians, in the
next five years.

They are expected to account for 80 per cent of the state's requirenent
for skilled personnel for the grow ng high-tech industry.

He said this is in line with the state's Know edge- Econony Masterpl an
which is currently being drawn up to accelerate grow h of high-tech
i ndustri es.

Abdul Taib was pleased that many Sarawaki ans were now returning to the
state to take up jobs in high-tech industries, although for a |ower salary.

He al so said the state government is according priority to information
technol ogy education, at all levels, as part of efforts to bridge the



urban-rural gap. -- BERNAMA
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