02/ 07/ 2001
Country Heights ains to nmake its mark in Sarawak tourism

Zai di |sham | snai

LAND and property devel oper Country Hei ghts Hol di ngs Bhd has i dentified
Sarawak as the state where it ains to becone a | eadi ng player in the
touri smsector.

Country Hei ghts founder and managi ng director Tan Sri Lee Ki mYew sai d
the company wi ||l devel op Sarawak' s tourismsector slowy and turn the
state into a tourist destination, simlar toits property venture in
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a.

"We believe Sarawak's touri smand property sector hol ds rmuch potenti al
with plenty of roomto growin the near future," he told Business Tines in
Sarawak recently.

Lee said the conpany ains to contribute to Malaysia's touri smsector by
bringing in tourists fromall over the world.

Earlier, Lee announced details of the second Mal aysi a Fl ower Show whi ch
wi Il be held at the conpany's Borneo Hi ghl ands Resort fromAugust 30 to
Sept enber 30.

The event will be | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Last year, the event attracted 12, 000 donesti c and overseas visitors.
Lee is optinmistic that the figures will double this year

"W want to pronote Mal aysia, particularly Sarawak and per haps one day
Sabah, to international |evels and enul ate worl d-cl ass fl ower shows such
as Chel sea Fl ower Show, Mel bourne Fl ower Show and t he Buchard Garden in
Vancouver . "

He al so noted that the world's golf tourismindustry is worth US$10
billion (US$1 = RMB. 80).

"It will be a great opportunity for Malaysia if we can tap that market,"
said Lee, who is an ardent gol fer and al so responsi bl e for organi si ng and
bringing the World Cup Golf to Malaysia for the first time in 1999.

He sai d Borneo Hi ghl ands Resort, a golfers' haven, can play arolein
pronoting Mal aysia's tourismindustry.

In 1994 t he Sarawak Land Custody and Devel opnent Authority (LCDA)
of fered Lee the opportunity to devel op the RVM60O million resort, in which
Country Hei ghts holds a 70 per cent stake.

The 5,000ha resort is expected to be fully conpleted by 2015

"l have devel oped this resort to pronote Sarawak, Ml aysia and al so as a
| ong-termincome generator for the conmpany. It was never neant to rmake
i mredi ate profits.

"It is normal for a business to lose for the first 10 years, but profits
Wil returninthe tinme after that," Lee said.

He added that this was his way of contributing to the country, sinilar
to the transformati on of an abandoned and once the worl d's bi ggest open
cast tin mning facility in Sungai Besi, near Kuala Lunpur.

"I''"'mnot devel oping and selling property per se; |I'malso selling a
Iifestyl e which enphasi ses healthy |iving without damagi ng t he
envi ronment, " he added.
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