20/ 06/ 2001
"Hel p wi pe out scourge' (HL)

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo nenbers, including those found guilty by the
party for indulging in nmoney politics, nmust support the suprenme council's
efforts to wi pe out the scourge, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad sai d today

He said it was vital for all nenbers to accept the findings of the
party's disciplinary board as this would prove to the people that Umo is
very serious in cleansing itself of corrupt |eaders.

Menbers, he said, should close ranks and gi ve undi vi ded support to such
efforts, although the cleansing process can be painful to sone.

He said this at a closed-door briefing to sel ected del egates attendi ng
the 55th Umo general assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre today. The
four-day assenbly begi ns tonorrow.

Del egates net after the briefing said Dr Mahathir had |ikened the
cl eansing process to the Malay proverb "Ditelan mati emmk, di buang nati
bapa" - one that puts Umo in a dil emma because what ever deci sion nade
woul d hurt not only the party but also its nenbers.

Dr Mahathir later told a Press conference it was not certain whether or
not this cleansing process would rejuvenate the party, but what the
| eadershi p wanted was to clean up the party.

Del egates said the party president had expressed concern that nenbers
had failed to heed his repeated appeals to cease resorting to noney
politics.

He al so expressed regret that nenbers today were no | onger commtted to
uphol ding the party struggle and were nore interested in material gains.

That was why many had resorted to selling and buying votes during party
el ections - one side to ensure they get elected to party positions and the
ot her, an opportunity to nake noney.

Dr Mahathir said Umo was once | ooked upon as a sincere and clean party
whi ch chanpi oned the rights of the Malays, religion and country but today
it no longer enjoys this respect because of the conduct of its nenbers.

"He said if nenbers |ove the party and want it to becone the only party
for the Mal ays, they should not question the findings of the board," said
a division | eader.

"Those who have been found guilty should accept the punishment and
continue to serve the party although they no | onger hold positions.™

The division | eader said Dr Mahathir did not want menbers to compare the
manner in which the disciplinary board was conducted and that of a court
hearing as it was only an internal inquiry.

"Dr Mahathir said stern action nust be taken agai nst of fenders as a
deterrent to others," added anot her del egate.

Later at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said he expl ained the process
of determining who is guilty and not guilty of money politics during the
briefing.

"I explained that in the process, sone people mght escape and there
were those who woul d be caught.

"This is normal ... in a country's legal systemtoo it's the sane. There
are many nmurderers but not nany were arrested.”

On allegations that there were double standards in the cleansing
process, Dr Mahathir said anyone coul d make such clains if they were
caught .

Asked to conment on reports that there were nenbers unhappy with the



findings of the disciplinary board, Dr Mahathir said nobody appeared to be
So.

Asked if the board needed nore nenbers to effectively handle reported
cases, Dr Mahathir said the present nunmber was sufficient and there would
be no problemincreasing the nunber should the need ari se.

On the statenent by Umo veteran Tun Ghafar Baba that menbers of the
supreme council should al so be investigated, Dr Mahathir said the easiest
way to clean up the council is for menbers to ensure they only chose cl ean
| eaders.

"What we have (in the suprene council) are people who are elected by the
del egat es.

"I appointed Menteris Besar (to sit in the council) and even that, they
(MBs) were elected by the people. If we dislike themthen fromthe
begi nni ng we shoul d not have chosen them W can clean up, there is no
probl em

"There will be those who will say that those people up there (suprene
council nmenbers) are also the sane (resorting to noney politics) ... yes
they are the sane ... but you choose them..."
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