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CTRM AND PARTNERS REVEALS MALAYSI AN- MADE EAGLE ARV AT LI MA

By: Mohd Fai zal Zakari ah

Langkawi , Cct 8 (Bernama) -- Conposites Technol ogy Research Ml aysi a
Sdn Bhd (CTRM) and its partners would be unveiling a Ml aysi an-nmade and the
region's first aerial reconnai ssance vehicle, called Eagle ARV System on
Wednesday at the Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace exhi bition
(LI MA 2001).

The Eagle ARV Systemis jointly devel oped by CTRM BAE Systens and
Excel net Sdn Bhd. The RWMA7 million project was officially sealed in a
contract on June 8, 2001 between CTRM and the Mnistry of Defence (M ndef)
to devel op the programe.

The aircraft would be [aunched on the opening day of the LIMA 2001 by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. It woul d then be
denonstrated during its inaugural flight.

The Eagle ARV Systemutilises Ml aysia's conposite Eagle 150B aircraft
as the platformand each system conprises of three Eagle 150B equi pped with
a surveillance systens, ground control station and a renote receiving
stati on.

CTRM chi ef executive officer Tan Sri Chen Lip Keong said that the
project proved Mal aysia's capabilities in the highly conpl ex unmanned
ai rborne vehicle (UAV) industry that is increasingly gaining great
i nportance in both the defence and civilian market worl dwi de.

"It paves the way for CTRM as a fl edgi ng aerospace conpany to further
establish its nanme as a world class player in the aviation industry,” he
said in a statement here today.

"Soon the very first systemw |l enter into service with the Ml aysian
Armed Forces and the conpany will seek additional sales from potential
customers locally. The system has trenmendous export potential and we will
spear head an international nmarketing canpaign in conjunction with BAE
Systens of fices worl dw de,” he said.

In the same statenment, BAE Systens group marketing director Sir Charles
Masefiel d, said the partnership hoped to deliver the first Eagle ARV
production to the Ml aysi an governnent on schedul e early next year

Usi ng BAE Systenis gl obal marketing network, the three conpanies are
al ready identifying and engagi ng key markets where Eagle ARV can bring
surveillance benefits to export custoners, he said.

The system can be operated both nanned and unnmanned with capabilities
for day and night operations. It offers flexibility inits operation and
can be utilised for mlitary objectives such as battlefield managenent,
conmand, control and conmuni cations surveill ance.

The Eagl e ARV System can al so be used in civilian roles such as
environnental protection, border patrol, maritime surveillance, airborne
police patrols, air and rescue operations and ordi nance surveys. Al the
applications would be provided in real tinme and interactive video i magery.

Wth the attributes, the systemcan play a vital role in enhancing the
deci si on naki ng process and increase the responsiveness and depl oynent of
personnel on the ground.

The six-day LIMA 2001, which begins tonorrow features products and
services of 120 exhibitors, involving 360 conpanies representing 26
countries. Mbst maj or conpani es occupy 20 national pavilions.

CTRMis Malaysia's prem er conposite aircraft manufacturer and produces
t he Federal Aviation Authority (FAA)-certified two seater Eagle 150B
aircraft and the four seater Lancair Colunbia 300 aircraft. It is a major



i nternational supplier of aerospace quality conposite conponents.
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